The Lost Books

By James Bean, Maine, USA (Originally In English)

THE LOST BOOKS '
OF THE BIBLE

TERE B SOTNE ey s

Spoken recently by James Bean on his radio progedied Spiritual
Awakening. Which features spiritual book reviews agadings from the
writings of many mystics, saints and world scriptiof the East and

West.

Recently Supreme Master Ching Hai made some amanidgnsightful comments
concerning the lost books of the Bible. She saldatismigration is another word for
reincarnation. It is a very Eastern term. You dbgedr it that often in the Bible, because the
Bible is also not always complete, as all of yoownlt has "transmigrated” for 2,000 years
or some time, so some things may be missing tiéretrue Bible is locked up somewhere
and we are never allowed to see it. But some ohévdy-dug from ancient sites _ the Bikle
in some part has come out, and some of it ment@nsarnation.” (Supreme Master Ching
Hai News #60)

Based on my exploration of the lost books of thiel&il find her comments to be quite
accurate. During the last 200 years many anciemsbeand Christian documents have been
rediscovered in the Middle East. And, | should m@nthat some Christians have been
curious about apocryphal scriptures and have predesome of these "other books" of the
Bible for 2,000 years. Many other interesting odtilens of psalms, letters (epistles), gospels
and revelations have survived the centuries, evengh only a small number of open-
minded seekers have valued their spiritual wisdom.

| want to share with you my encounter with the mokthe other Bible. | want to impart
you information about books of mystical poetry,coisrses on gaining enlightenment anc



other amazing documents which might be very heljgfylou on your spiritual journey. It's
time that this knowledge is revealed so anyonekcaw how to find the lost or hidden
books of the Bible!

A long time ago when | was involved in making a onatudy of the Bible (the Hebrew
Scriptures and the New Testament), | noticed tlzih@lic Bibles contain several additional
books that aren't in the Protestant Bible. Thesikkdare called "the Apocrypha" in the
Protestant tradition. Although the original Kingras Version of 1611 AD did contain thesse
books, it seems that Protestant Bible societiels tioem out of the Bible a couple hundred
years ago to make smaller, cheaper Bibles avaitalilee masses. Today most Protestants
think of these disputed books as "Catholic” bug, ttluth of the matter is the books of "the
Apocrypha” for millennia have also traditionallydmeincluded in the old Bibles of the Gre
Orthodox, Syrian, Russian, Armenian, Egyptian dhdther ancient churches.

Translations of most of these books were also fmamdngst the Dead Sea Scrolls. The
original Greek translation of the Old Testament enadAlexandria around 200 BC also
included these other books -- books that have ravisted from the Protestant Bibles in the
us!

From my perspective, the two most interesting baxfkshe Apocrypha” are The Wisdom
of Solomon and The Wisdom of Sirach -- two vergé&acollections of proverbs and wise
sayings very comparable to the Tao Te Ching byTaa Many people think that the Bible
as we knowt was put together by Jesus and the apostlesglthie 1st century AD but, the
definitely not so! For a longer period of time thte US has been a country -- for centuries -
- the early Church had no such concept as a clomaoh of scripture, a collection of books
that they viewed as the "final" or "only" revelatiooncerning spiritual matters. Rather,
Christians during that creative period felt freeetonpose new scriptures, psalms, odes,
proverbs, letters that they felt were inspired, atiger documents of a spiritual nature. This
was during the early years when Christianity haithgj apostles and saints, and Christianity
was a much more supernatural religion; a mystdigioa that put a great deal of emphasis
on experiencing the Kingdom of God, or the spitinealm.
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Christianity, like other religions, underwent th@@ess of "mainstreaming” -- settling
down or crystallizing -- into a standardized, orged faith. The mainstream consciousness
came to believe that "the age of the apostles amghpts was now past.” So, since masters
and saints (who acted as oracles of the Divinegwerlonger being recognized by the
masses, some people started to look to past mésteysidance. Christianity entered the
stage where the Book became the master, the Baai®ethe guru. The state church of the
Emperor Constantine created a fixed list of bookg&ctvwould serve for all time as the rule
of faith. They also made lists of books that werbé¢ weeded out of circulation, no longe
be considered as scripture. This process of caatoizand censorship, for the most part,
happened during the fourth century. It was durhig time that most of the "other books"



lost their status as scripture. Only a small nunafdérooks made it into the this fourth
century Bible and sadly, many important mysticabkswere left out.

Many years ago when | was reading the New Testabwok of Jude | discovered an
amazing quote -- a quote which opened me up tottier books of the Bible. Jude, in verse
14 of this short book preserved in the New Testanmgroted from the book of First Enoch
1:9. He also quoted another found in the Hebrevptees called the Testament of the
Twelve Patriarchs. | was amazed to find out abloateixistence of these other books and
decided that if Jude, during the 1st century, haess to them, then | wanted to check them
out myself! So | started to collect apocryphal imgs once considered to be scripture.

The term "apocryphal books" has three basic dejfimst 1) secret or hidden writings of an
esoteric nature; 2) books not considered inspigetthé church but are, nonetheless uplifting
to read; or 3) fictitious writings or fantastic 8&s. In existence are hundreds of apocryphal
books representing all three categories. I've tiaecbllect all of the available apocryphal
writings and have found a number of important baak®ngst them that contain absolutely
essential spiritual instruction.

The Books of Enoch were found in some EthiopiariéBiland among the Dead Sea Scr
They describe the heavenly journeys of Enoch, thphet, through th8even Heavens! Lil
Hermes Trismegistus of Egypt and the great Mediewatic Kabir from India, the Jewish
prophet Enoch described his visions of the higlemngs.
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Out of all the apocryphal writings I've collectédhink the Odes of Solomon is the most
beautiful. It is the would-be book of New Testamps@lms! The Book of the Odes has been
described as the first known hymn book of earlyi€tanity. One scholar said of the Odes,
"Here are some of the most beautiful songs of paadgoy that the world possesses."
Bentley Layton in The Gnostic Scriptures says thatOdes were considered to be inspired
scripture and were chanted by Christians who lime8yria and Mesopotamia about 2,000
years ago. A follower of the Unity School of Chiastity published an edition of the Odes a
few years back and created daily affirmations basethis ancient book. These ecstatic
hymns remind me of Sufi love poetry in the traditwf "the lover and the Beloved". Many
have adopted the practice of meditating upon thes@ahd report being brought to a deeper
level of devotion (bhakti); being caught up in adeaffair with God, the Ocean of Love.
That's also been my experience.



"There is no hard way where there is a simple heart
Good thought finds no wounds,
Nor is there any storm in the depths of illuminatieaught.

Surrounded on every side by the beauty of the apeantry,
one is free of doubt.

Below
is like above." (from Ode 34)

"Open your ears, and | shall speak to you;
Give me yourself, so that | too may give you mySglide 9)

"He filled me with words of truth
that | may speak the same.

Like the flow of waters truth flows from my mouth,
and my lips reveal its harvest,

and it gives me the gold of knowledge
for the mouth of the Lord is the true Word
and the Door of His Light.

And the highest one gave the Word to His worlds,
which interpret His own beauty,
recite His praise,
confess His thought,
are heralds of His mind,
are instructors of His works.

For the swiftness of the Word is ineffable
and like His statement are its swiftness and stemqn

Its course knows no end,
it never fails, it stands.
Its descent and its way are incomprehensible.

Like His work is its end
for it is the Light and the dawn of thought,

and through it worlds converse...

The mouth of the highest one spoke to them




and he was made clear by His Word.

The dwelling place of the Word is man
and its truth is love." (Ode 12)

The Book of Odes even contains some passages aésthibe the
feminine aspect of the Godhead! "

| rested on the Spirit of the Lord and She lifted up to heaven,"

The Gospel of Mary was one of the ancient booksdadn 1945 near Nag Hammadi,
Egypt. The preeminence of Mary Magdalene in thisfgigbgives one example of the
leadership roles of women in early Christianity.rils described as an apostle, equal in
every way to the twelve apostles and part of theiimrircle of Jesus. But more than that,
Mary was a kind of spiritual successor to Chreskjrig over His role as the spiritual teacher
of the other disciples. In every way, the textrafi that her leadership of the other disciples
is based upon superior spiritual understanding.

As a recipient of the secret teachings of the rested Christ, Mary, in her Gospel
teaches the other disciples spiritual knowledgegivels detailed accounts of her visions and
travels through the higher planes or heavens acanieg by the radiant form of her Master,
the resurrected Christ. She relays to the otherplés the spiritual instructions, the words of
Christ that she heard during these encounters hwirabably took place during times of
deep prayer -- long periods of meditation.

Speaking of women apostles and saints in earlysGamity: The Acts of Paul and Thec
is the record of the life and times of Thecla, kofeer of Saint Paul, the apostle. This boc
brimming with accounts of many supernatural andamilous events during the life of
Thecla, very much calling to mind the Desert Fatleerd Mothers of Egypt.

This book describes Thecla as "an apostle of Gellg, sometimes traveled and at other
times lived a monastic life in a cave. She was alspiritual leader and teacher who
instructed people "in the oracles of God". The texbrds that "many of them abandonec



this world, and lead a monastic life with her." Stes so highly esteemed that a temple was
erected and dedicated to her!
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After studying the four Gospels of the New Testanmdrecame very curious and puzzled
about how each of them concluded. Each of them deNptes a short chapter or two to the
teachings and activities of Christ after the resttion. Logically, wouldn't you think that if
someone rises from the dead, that this would imatelyi become the central, electrifying
event that becomes the main focus, if not the clise®f the writers to record these events
with extreme detail? Wouldn't you think that therdsoand deeds of the resurrected Christ
would deserve to be the focus of many chapterstientire books? And yet, the New
Testament simply (and cryptically) says that "th@eze many other things that Jesus did,"
and that "He continued to appear to the disciphekiastruct them about the Kingdom of
God."

Apparently the post-resurrection teachings of Ghvesre regarded by the disciples as
private or advanced, meant only for those followen® were ready for a deeper
commitment to contemplation and the spiritual j@y:niThough they are more difficult to
find, there are other documents that do contait-f@ssirrection teachings including: The
Book of the Resurrection, The Gospel of Mary, Gbsp&homas, Dialogue of the Savior,
The Gospel of James, The Books of Jeu, The Letteeter to Philip and The Book of Pistis
Sophia (Faith-Wisdom).

The largest Gospel ever discovered, Pistis Soplaa,brought to London from Egypt &
purchased i1772 by A. Askew, a London doctor and collectoolof manuscripts. The bo
was published and one of its most famous readesshveagreat poet-mystic William Blake:,
who was greatly influenced by it.

This text does document that there was a time w8bere Christians did believe in the
concept of reincarnation and the preexistenceestiul. Like St. Paul's "Damascus Road
experience" recorded in the New Testament, Clwisaid to have appeared to His followers
from inside an incredibly brilliant light and mamngys of light. Many interesting dialogues
between Christ and His initiates are recordedismidocument -- about eleven years-worth!
Pistis Sophia also contains many beautiful hymmspaayers. Though reincarnation is
mentioned as a reality, the goal of the teachinas tw liberate souls from material captivity,
reincarnation, the wheel of fate and encumbrantdariness. Ignorance of the spiritual
world was to be replaced with spiritual freedom aodls were given the ability to travel
from Earth to Heaven via the Holy Stream of Lidi8eek, all of you, after the Light, so that
the power of your soul that is in you may live. Bat cease seeking day or night until you
find the mysteries of the Kingdom of Light, whichillvpurify you, make you into pure light
and lead you into the Kingdom of Light." This innésion took place during periods of
solitude and contemplation (meditation).
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A number of ancient mystical books were discoverealr the city of Nag Hammadi in
Upper Egypt. This almost 2,000 year old "time cdgis(a large sealed storage jar contair
parchments written in the Coptic language buriednioyks during the fourth century) now
known as the Nag Hammadi Library, has set in magigpiritual revolution. Buried under
the sands of Egypt for centuries, these censorédargotten scriptures from the early years
of Gnostic Christianity may impart to spiritual kees of today, knowledge of several
mystical traditions that once existed in the We&kis ancient library contains spiritual
discourses from Christian, Gnostic, Jewish, Pytheso Hermetic and other spiritual
movements. What have been returned to us aredbbitgys of various mystics, Gnostics
who initiated their students into the "Mysteriedlué Kingdom of Light," and wrote down
descriptions of their otherworldly journeys intmer space. One of the most talked about
books of the Nag Hammadi Library is The Gospel lmbffias, a collection of the spiritual
sayings of Jesus on gaining enlightenment.
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The Gospel of Thomas is a "sayings Gospel," a ciidle of the proverbs and parables of
Christ about discovering the Kingdom of God. Thentle of these sutras of wisdom is thait
the Supreme Being is Light, our soul is made ohLignd that by contemplating the Living
Light we can reenter paradise.

In the Book of Thomas it is recorded that Jesus wdaster who taught His disciples t
"we have come from the Light, from the place wheesLight came into being by
itself...there is Light within a person of Lightydit shines on the whole world;" and "if ore
is whole, one will be filled with Light." Also, "Havho will drink from my mouth will
become like Me; | myself shall become that persmal, the hidden things will be revealec to
that person." The image of drinking from the mootiChrist is describing the process of
listening to the Sound, Word or Cosmic Voice of Gduach transforms the listeners,
transporting them to the higher or hidden realifiése quotes are from The Gospel of
Thomas, Marvin Meyer, published by Harper Collins.
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One of the central teachings of Gnostic saintstivagxperience of the inner Light. In
fact, having visions of divine Light is a univergaiperience. People around the world in all
cultures have recorded visions of Heaven and ernemuwith "the Light within"Many have
eloquently described in their sacred texts encosméh Light coming from beyond the



darkness. Many saints and mystics, including thadse wrote various Nag Hammadi texts,
describe God or the Supreme Being as a GOD OF ANGCEMPASSING, PURE,
BRILLIANT LIGHT. They also believe that we, as sseybur true spiritual identity) are
"sparks of the Light,” that we are, in reality, 'l@nen of the Light".

The experience of Light mysticism (seeing innertit)gakes place during one's time of
contemplative prayer, or meditation. "The rays fnprdial Light that illumine purified
souls with spiritual knowledge not only fills themith benediction ad luminosity; they alsc
by means of contemplation of the inner essenceseated things, lead them up to the Nc
heavens. For this reason Saint Neilos says, "Tiedlant's proper state is a noetic height,
somewhat resembling the sky's hue, which is fiith the Light of the Holy Trinity during
the time of prayer.” (The Philokalia, Volume IV, itimgs of Greek Saints, Faber and Faber
Books)

"God is Light, and in Him there is no darkness.'dAfBlessed are the pure in heart, for
they will see God." (The New Testament)

"Understand what the Great Light is." (Nag Hammladrary In English, Harper Collins)
"I AM the Light that is over all things." (Gospel dhomas)

"Then we went up to the sixth heaven. And | gazedm high and saw a great Light
shining down on the sixth heaven." ("The ApocalypEPaul," Nag Nammadi Library In
English)

It says in The Dead Sea Scrolls _ A New Translatitarper Collins, "From the Fount of
His Knowledge has my Light shot forth; upon His wers has my eye gazed."

Also, "Your Holy Spirit illuminates the dark placesthe heart of your servant with Lic
like the sun."

Further to the East, the medieval Saint (Sant) Ksdid, "The light of the soul is equal to
that of sixteen suns."

The Mandaean Religion of Iraq has many beautifohiy and prayers to the Light, and
visions of Heaven that often resemble NDEs (modesnnear death accounts): "His Light
illuminates and His radiance irradiates all theldsrand the divine beings who stand before
Him and shine in their radiance and in the radiasfdbe Great Light which rests upon
them."

Pistis Sophia is published by E. J. Brill BooksoElm, Odes of Solomon and Thecla are
found in The Lost Books of the Bible and the ForgiotBooks of Eden, Meridian, an impr
of Penguin Books. The Books of Thomas, Mary, Jammed,others are found in The
Complete Gospels, Polebridge Press. An excellehblogy of apocrypha that | highly
recommend is The Other Bible, published by Harpahi@! Other good books include: The
New Jerusalem Bible (with the Apocrypha), Doubledmd, The Nag Hammadi Library In



English, Harper Collins Books.

As you can see from this brief sampling of apocaf®triptures, the books that were left
out of the fourth century Bible tended to promaogespnal spiritual experience and
contemplation. This earlier spiritual tradition wasver fully embraced in the West and that
is the reason, in my view, why these other bookewedt behind.

Long ago, a great poet-mystic said, "The god oét(maya) has put a cover over the
teachings of saints and thus concealed them framahity."

For more information and to receive a free boakdfdranslations of these "lost books"
of the Bible, write: James Bean, PO Box 7, Newgddine 04953-0007 USA.



