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I ntroduction

The length of this book is given in the Stichometf\icephorus as 2,500 lines: the same numbaeoras f
St. Matthew's Gospel. We have large portions of the original, and a Latin version (purged, it is
important to note, of all traces of unorthodoxyysome lost episodes, besides a few scattered freagme
These will be fitted together in what seems thetrposbable order.

The best edition of the Greek remains is in BonAeta Apost. Apocr. 11.1, 1898: the Latin is in Boo
V of the Historia Apostolica of Abdias (FabriciuSod. Apoer. N. T.: there is no modern edition).

The beginning of the book is lost. It probably tethin some form a trial, and banishment of John to
Patmos. A distinctly late Greek text printed by Bet(in two forms) as cc. 1-17 of his work tellsaho
Domitian, on his accession, persecuted the Jewesy dtcused the Christians in a letter to him: he
accordingly persecuted the Christians. He headbbh's teaching in Ephesus and sent for him: his
ascetic habits on the voyage impressed his capiersias brought before Domitian, and made to drink
poison, which did not hurt him: the dregs of itéd a criminal on whom it was tried: and John rediv
him; he also raised a girl who was slain by an esclspirit. Domitian, who was much impressed,
banished him to Patmos. Nerva recalled him. Thersktext tells how he escaped shipwreck on leaving
Patmos, swimming on a cork; landed at Miletus, wreechapel was built in his honour, and went to
Ephesus. All this is late: but an old story, knawTertullian and to other Latin writers, but to no
Greek, said that either Domitian at Rome or the®neul at Ephesus cast John into a caldron ofrigpili
oil which did him no hurt. The scene of this wasmwually fixed at the Latin Gate in Rome (hence the
St. John Port Latin of our calendar, May 6th). Vdgédino detailed account of this, but it is conjesdu

to have been told in the early part of the Leudats. If so, it is odd that no Greek writer mensah

Leaving for the time certain small fragments whic&ly perhaps have preceded the extant episodes, |
proceed to the first long episode (Bonnet, c. 18).

[John is going from Miletus to Ephesus.)

Text

18 Now John was hastening to Ephesus, moved thieyedovision. Damonicus therefore, and
Aristodemus his kinsman, and a certain very ricim @keobius, and the wife of Marcellus, hardly
prevailed to keep him for one day in Miletus, repgghemselves with him. And when very early in the
morning they had set forth, and already about folles of the journey were accomplished, a voice
came from heaven in the hearing of all of us, sgydohn, thou art about to give glory to thy Land i
Ephesus, whereof thou shalt know, thou and albtiethren that are with thee, and certain of thea th
are there, which shall believe by thy means. Jokrefore pondered, rejoicing in himself, what bl



be that should befall (meet) him at Ephesus, aitl kard, behold | go according to thy will: letahbe
done which thou desirest.

19 And as we drew near to the city, Lycomedes thetpr of the Ephesians, a man of large substance,
met us, and falling at John's feet besought higipngals thy name John? the God whom thou preachest
hath sent thee to do good unto my wife, who hadntsenitten with palsy now these seven days and
lieth incurable. But glorify thou thy God by heajiher, and have compassion on us. For as | was
considering with myself what resolve to take irstimatter, one stood by me and said: Lycomedesg ceas
from this thought which warreth against thee, fas evil (hard): submit not thyself unto it. Fonave
compassion upon mine handmaid Cleopatra, and fendrem Miletus a man named John who shall
raise her up and restore her to thee whole. Tatytherefore, thou servant of the God who hath
manifested himself unto me, but hasten unto my wilie hath no more than breath. And straightway
John went from the gate, with the brethren thaeweth him and Lycomedes, unto his house. But
Cleobius said to his young men: Go ye to my kins@ahippus and receive of him comfortable
entertainment -for | am come hither with his sdrattwe may find all things decent.

20 Now when Lycomedes came with John into the hadsaein his wife lay, he caught hold again of
his feet and said: See, lord, the withering oflibauty, see the youth, see the renowned floweryof m
poor wife, whereat all Ephesus was wont to mamvettched me, | have suffered envy, | have been
humbled, the eye of mine enemies hath smitten mavé never wronged any, though | might have
injured many, for | looked before to this very thjrmand took care, lest | should see any evil orsamh

ill fortune as this. What profit, then, hath Cletpdrom my anxiety? what have | gained by being
known for a pious man until this day? nay, | suffeare than the impious, in that | see thee, Cleapat
lying in such plight. The sun in his course shallmore see me conversing with thee: | will go befor
thee, Cleopatra, and rid myself of life: | will nggpare mine own safety though it be yet younglll wi
defend myself before Justice, that | have righdgetted, for | may indict her as judging unrightdgpul
will be avenged on her when | come before her gisost of life. | will say to her: Thou didst forose

to leave the light when thou didst rob me of Cléopahou didst cause me to become a corpse when
thou sentest me this ill fortune: thou didst compelto insult Providence, by cutting off my joyliie
(my con- fidence).

21 And with yet more words Lycomedes addressing@&a came near to the bed and cried aloud and
lamented: but John pulled him away, and said: Casethese lamentations and from thine unfitting
words: thou must not disobey him that (?) appeared thee: for know that thou shalt receive thy
consort again. Stand, therefore, with us that lzavee hither on her account and pray to the God whom
thou sawest manifesting himself unto thee in dreaifsat, then, is it, Lycomedes? Awake, thou also,
and open thy soul. Cast off the heavy sleep frage:tbeseech the Lord, entreat him for thy wife, laad
will raise her up. But he fell upon the floor armdrlented, fainting. [It is evident from what followsat
Lycomedes died: but the text does not say so; seonds may have fallen out.]

John therefore said with tears: Alas for the frgsdw) betraying of my vision! for the new temptatio

that is prepared for me! for the new device of kit contriveth against me! the voice from heavex t
was borne unto me in the way, hath it devisedfthisne? was it this that it foreshowed me shouleheo

to pass here, betraying me to this great multitfdée citizens because of Lycomedes? the man lieth
without breath, and | know well that they will raiffer me to go out of the house alive. Why tatries
thou, Lord (or, what wilt thou do)? why hast thdwsoff from us thy good promise? Do not, | beseech
thee, Lord, do not give him cause to exult whoiogh in the suffering of others; give him not caus
dance who alway derideth us; but let thy holy name thy mercy make haste. Raise up these two dead
whose death is against me.



22 And even as John thus cried out, the city oBpkesians ran together to the house of Lycomedes,
hearing that he was dead. And John, beholdingrimat gnultitude that was come, said unto the Lord:
Now is the time of refreshment and of confidenceat@ thee, O Christ; now is the time for us who are
sick to have the help that is of thee, O physigvio healest freely; keep thou mine entering indrith
safe from derision. | beseech thee, Jesu, such@ugteat multitude that it may come to thee who ar
Lord of all things: behold the affliction, beholietm that lie here. Do thou prepare, even from ttiean
are assembled for that end, holy vessels for thyicse when they behold thy gift. For thyself haaid,

O Christ, 'Ask, and it shall be given you'. We #sirefore of thee, O king, not gold, not silvert no
substance, not possessions, nor aught of whatesuh and perisheth, but two souls, by whom thou
shalt convert them that are here unto thy way, tmtdeaching, unto thy liberty (confidence), utty
most excellent (or unfailing) promise: for whenythperceive thy power in that those that have dred a
raised, they will be saved, some of them. Do tlnyself, therefore, give them hope in thee: andesb g
unto Cleopatra and say: Arise in the name of JEsuist.

23 And he came to her and touched her face and@Gkdpatra, He saith, whom every ruler fearethl, an
every creature and every power, the abyss andgkthdss, and unsmiling death, and the height of
heaven, and the circles of hell [and the resuwaatf the dead, and the sight of the blind], aral th
whole power of the prince of this world, and th&prof the ruler: Arise, and be not an occasiom unt
many that desire not to believe, or an afflictiotausouls that are able to hope and to be savedl. An
Cleopatra straightway cried with a loud voice:isay master: save thou thine handmaid.

Now when she had arisen seven days, the city dEgiesians was moved at the unlooked -for sight.
And Cleopatra asked concerning her husband Lycospdae John said to her: Cleopatra, if thou keep
thy soul unmoved and steadfast, thou shalt fortihwvitve Lycomedes thine husband standing here
beside thee, if at least thou be not disturbedmmred at that which hath befallen, having beliesrd

my God, who by my means shall grant him unto tHiee.aCome therefore with me into thine other
bedchamber, and thou shalt behold him, a deadeangsed, but raised again by the power of my God.

24 And Cleopatra going with John into her bedcharmdued seeing Lycomedes dead for her sake, had
no power to speak (suffered in her voice), and ggduer teeth and bit her tongue, and closed hey, eye
raining down tears: and with calmness gave heédetapostle. But John had compassion on Cleopatra
when he saw that she neither raged nor was besidelf) and called upon the perfect and
condescending mercy, saying: Lord Jesus Christy $eest the pressure of sorrow, thou seest the need
thou seest Cleopatra shrieking her soul out imsédefor she constraineth within her the frenzy tha
cannot be borne; and | know that for Lycomedes shie also will die upon his body. And she said
quietly to John: That have | in mind, master, andght else.

And the apostle went to the couch whereon Lycom&dgsand taking Cleopatra's hand he said:
Cleopatra, because of the multitude that is presewt thy kinsfolk that have come in, with strong
crying, say thou to thine husband: Arise and gjattie name of God, for he giveth back the deati¢o t
dead. And she went to her husband and said to ttording as she was taught, and forthwith raised
him up. And he, when he arose, fell on the float kissed John's feet, but he raised him, saying: O
man, kiss not my feet but the feet of God by whameer ye are both arisen.

25 But Lycomedes said to John: | entreat and adhee by the God in whose name thou hast raised us,
to abide with us, together with all them that arhwhee. Likewise Cleopatra also caught his feek a

said the same. And John said to them: For tomornei be with you. And they said to him again: We
shall have no hope in thy God, but shall have vased to no purpose, if thou abide not with usd An



Cleobius with Aristodemus and Damonicus were toddhdhe soul and said to John: Let us abide with
them, that they continue without offence towardsltbrd. So he continued there with the brethren.

26 There came together therefore a gathering oéa gnultitude on John's account; and as he
discoursed to them that were there, Lycomedes,halca friend who was a skilful painter, went hgstil
to him and said to him: You see me in a great htorigome to you: come quickly to my house and paint
the man whom | show you without his knowing it. At painter, giving some one the necessary
implements and colours, said to Lycomedes: Showtbime, and for the rest have no anxiety. And
Lycomedes pointed out John to the painter, anddtrohim near him, and shut him up in a room from
which the apostle of Christ could be seen. And loyedes was with the blessed man, feasting on the
faith and the knowledge of our God, and rejoiceidnyere in the thought that he should possess hian in
portrait.

27 The painter, then, on the first day made anrautf him and went away. And on the next he painte
him in with his colours, and so delivered the maittto Lycomedes to his great joy. And lie tooknd

set it up in his own bedehamber and hung it witthegals: so that later John, when he perceivedid, s
to him: My beloved child, what is it that thou alygadoest when thou comest in from the bath into thy
bedchamber alone? do not | pray with thee andesteof the brethren? or is there something thou art
hiding from us? And as he said this and talkedrjgbt with him, he went into the bedchamber, and sa
the portrait of an old man crowned with garlanas] Eamps and altars set before it. And he called hi
and said: Lycomedes, what meanest thou by thisemaftthe portrait? can it be one of thy gods that
painted here? for | see that thou art still livindneathen fashion. And Lycomedes answered him: My
only God is he who raised me up from death withwife: but if, next to that God, it be right thakth
men who have benefited us should be called godsthou, father, whom | have had painted in that
portrait, whom | crown and love and reverence asriggbecome my good guide.

28 And John who had never at any time seen hisfaagnsaid to him: Thou mockest me, child: am |
like that in form, thy Lord? how canst thou persaiatk that the portrait is like me? And Lycomedes
brought him a mirror. And when he had seen himgelie mirror and looked earnestly at the portrait,
he said: As the Lord Jesus Christ liveth, the pdris like me: yet not like me, child, but like rfigshly
image; for if this painter, who hath imitated tmy face, desireth to draw me in a portrait, he bdlat

a loss, the colours that are now given to thee baadds and plaster (?) and glue (?), and theiposit
my shape, and old age and youth and all thingsatteaseen with the eye.

29 But do thou become for me a good painter, LyaeseThou hast colours which he giveth thee
through me, who painteth all of us for himself, desus, who knoweth the shapes and appearances and
postures and dispositions and types of our souid.tAe colours wherewith | bid thee paint are these
faith in God, knowledge, godly fear, friendshippaounion, meekness, kindness, brotherly love, purity
simplicity, tranquillity, fearlessness, griefiessagsobriety, and the whole band of colours thitethn

the likeness of thy soul, and even now raisetthypriembers that were cast down, and levelleth them
that were lifted up, and tendeth thy bruises, aaldth thy wounds, and ordereth thine hair that was
disarranged, and washeth thy face, and chastdmathdyes, and purgeth thy bowels, and emptieth thy
belly, and cutteth off that which is beneath itgdam a word, when the whole company and mingling of
such colours is come together, into thy soul, dligbresent it to our Lord Jesus Christ undaunaddhle
(unsmoothed), and firm of shape. But this that thast now done is childish and imperfect: thou hast
drawn a dead likeness of the dead.

There need be no portion of text lost at this pdint possibly some few sentences have been omitted
The transition is abrupt and the new episode hgsaselsewhere, a title of its own.



30 And he commanded Verus (Berus), the brothemtivaistered to him, to gather the aged women that
were in all Ephesus, and made ready, he and Cleoaatl Lycomedes, all things for the care of them.
Verus, then, came to John, saying: Of the aged wdheg are here over threescore years old | have
found four only sound in body, and of the rest some. (a word gone) and some palsied and others
sick. And when he heard that, John kept silencafong time, and rubbed his face and said: O the
slackness (weakness) of them that dwell in Ephe3ubkk state of dissolution, and the weakness wwar
God! O devil, that hast so long mocked the faitliuEphesus! Jesus, who giveth me grace and the gif
to have my confidence in him, saith to me in sieerfend after the old women that are sick and come
(be) with them into the theatre, and through me tieam: for there are some of them that will come
unto this spectacle whom by these healings | witivert and make them useful for some end.

31 Now when all the multitude was come togethdryjimomedes, he dismissed them on John's behalf,
saying: Tomorrow come ye to the theatre, as mamesase to see the power of God. And the multitude,
on the morrow, while it was yet night, came to tiveatre: so that the proconsul also heard of it and
hasted and took his sent with all the people. Acdrgain praetor, Andromeus, who was the firshef t
Ephesians at that time, put it about that Johngnachised things impossible and incredible: Bus#id

he, he is able to do any such thing as | heahjmetcome into the public theatre, when it is opwaked,
and holding nothing in his hands, neither let hmme that magical name which | have heard him utter.

32 John therefore, having heard this and being thbyethese words, commanded the aged women to
be brought into the theatre: and when they werbrallight into the midst, some of them upon beds and
others lying in a deep sleep, and all the city hadtogether, and a great silence was made, Jodmedp
his mouth and began to say:

33 Ye men of Ephesus, learn first of all wherefloaen visiting in your city, or what is this great
confidence which | have towards you, so that it ibagome manifest to this general assembly and to al
of you (or, so that | manifest myself to). | haweeh sent, then, upon a mission which is not of snan’
ordering, and not upon any vain journey; neitherl@amerchant that make bargains or exchanges; but
Jesus Christ whom | preach, being compassionat&adddesireth by my means to convert all of you
who are held in unbelief and sold unto evil luats] to deliver you from error; and by his powe Wil
confound even the unbelief of your praetor, byingisip them that lie before you, whom ye all behold
in what plight and in what sicknesses they are. fando this (to confound Andronicus) is not possibl

for me if they perish: therefore shall they be kdal

34 But this first | have desired to sow in yoursgaven that ye should take care for your souls -on
which account | am come unto you- and not expeattttiis time will be for ever, for it is but a montge
and not lay up treasures upon the earth wherbiatjys do fade. Neither think that when ye haveegott
children ye can rest upon them (?), and try nottieir sakes to defraud and overreach. Neithepoge,
be vexed if ye have not wherewith to minister ypleasures; for men of substance when they are
diseased call you happy. Neither, ye rich, rejtihee ye have much money, for by possessing these
things ye provide for yourselves grief that ye aarive rid of when ye lose them; and besides, white
with you, ye are afraid lest some one attack yoaaount of it.

35 Thou also that art puffed up because of theedlmegss of thy body, and art of an high look, skat
the end of the promise thereof in the grave; and that rejoicest in adultery, know that both lavd a
nature avenge it upon thee, and before these, iemiess and thou, adulteress, that art an adveddary
the law, knowest not whither thou shalt come inghd. And thou that sharest not with the needy, but
hast monies laid up, when thou departest out eftibdy and hast need of some mercy when thou
burnest in fire, shalt have none to pity thee; tnadi the wrathful and passionate, know that thy



conversation is like the brute beasts; and thawnkhird and quarreller, learn that thou losest émses
by being enslaved to a shameful and dirty desire.

36 Thou that rejoicest in gold and delightest tifyséh ivory and jewels, when night falleth, carkbu
behold what thou lovest? thou that art vanquishesidft raiment, and then leavest life, will thobags
profit thee in the place whither thou goest? Aridlie murderer know that the condign punishment is
laid up for him twofold after his departure henkci&kewise also thou poisoner, sorcerer, robber,
defrauder, sodomite, thief, and as many as areadvitand, ye shall come at last, as your worksdd |
you, unto unquenchable fire, and utter darknes$ ttae pit of punishment, and eternal threatenings.
Wherefore, ye men of Ephesus, turn yourselves, kngpthis also, that kings, rulers, tyrants, boaster
and they that have conquered in wars, stripped tiings when they depart hence, do suffer pain,
lodged in eternal misery.

37 And having thus said, John by the power of Gemldd all the diseases.

This sentence must be an abridgement of a mucletaragration. The manuscript indicates no break at
this point: but we must suppose a not inconsiderldss of text. For one thing, Andronicus, whoeseh
an unbeliever, appears as a convert in the nexlif@s. Now he is, as we shall see later, the mslod

an eminent believer, Drusiana; and his and here@mmn will have been told at some length; and | do
not doubt that among other things there was a drsecof John persuading them to live in continence.

37 (continued.) Now the brethren from Miletus samdo John: We have continued a long time at
Ephesus; if it seem good to thee, let us go al€ngrna; for we hear already that the mighty warks
God have reached it also. And Andronicus said éonthWhensoever the teacher willeth, then let us go.
But John said: Let us first go unto the temple dkAis, for perchance there also, if we show ouesgl
the servants of the Lord will be found.

38 After two days, then, was the birthday of thal iémple. John therefore, when all were clad inteyh
alone put on black raiment and went up into theplemAnd they took him and essayed to kill him. But
John said: Ye are mad to set upon me, a man thfa servant of the only God. And he gat him uprupo
an high pedestal and said unto them:

39 Ye run hazard, men of Ephesus, of being likeharacter to the sea: every river that flowethnd a
every spring that runneth down, and the rains,veankes that press upon each other, and torrentsffull
rocks are made salt together by the bitter telen{®t$. promise!) that is therein. So ye also renmagjn
unchanged unto this day toward true godliness @terne corrupted by your ancient rites of worship.
How many wonders and healings of diseases havegrewsrought through me? And yet are ye blinded
in your hearts and cannot recover sight. What thén, O men of Ephesus? | have adventured now and
come up even into this your idol temple. | will et you of being most godless, and dead from the
understanding of mankind. Behold, | stand herallysay that ye have a goddess, even Artemis: pray
then unto her that | alone may die; or else | oifilye are not able to do this, will call upon mioen

god, and for your unbelief | will cause every orig@u to die.

40 But they who had beforetime made trial of hird bad seen dead men raised up, cried out: Slay us
not so, we beseech thee, John. We know that thwat da it. And John said to them: If then ye desire
not to die, let that which ye worship be confoundatt wherefore it is confounded, that ye also may
depart from your ancient error. For now is it tithat either ye be converted by my God, or | mydgdf

by your goddess; for | will pray in your presencel &ntreat my God that mercy be shown unto you.



41 And having so said he prayed thus: O God thdbad above all that are called gods, that unigl th
day hast been set at nought in the city of the Eiphs; that didst put into my mind to come inta thi
place, whereof | never thought; that dost conwetrg manner of worship by turning men unto thee; at
whose name every idol fleeth and every evil spinid every unclean power; now also by the flight of
the evil spirit here at thy name, even of him thateiveth this great multitude, show thou thy mency
this place, for they have been made to err.

42 And as John spake these things, immediatelgltaeof Artemis was parted into many pieces, and
all the things that were dedicated in the templle dad [MS. that which seemed good to him] wad ren
asunder, and likewise of the images of the goderti@an seven. And the half of the temple fell down,
so that the priest was slain at one blow by thenfabf the (?roof, ? beam). The multitude of the
Ephesians therefore cried out: One is the God lofi Jone is the God that hath pity on us, for tholy o
art God: now are we turned to thee, beholding tayvellous works! have mercy on us, O God,
according to thy will, and save us from our greabr® And some of them, lying on their faces, made
supplication, and some kneeled and besought, and sent their clothes and wept, and others tried to
escape.

43 But John spread forth his hands, and beingtaglih soul, said unto the Lord: Glory be to theg,
Jesus, the only God of truth, for that thou do#t gaeceive) thy servants by divers devices. Andiing

so said, he said to the people: Rise up from e flye men of Ephesus, and pray to my God, and
recognize the invisible power that cometh to mastéeon, and the wonderful works which are wrought
before your eyes. Artemis ought to have succouessétif: her servant ought to have been helpedrof he
and not to have died. Where is the power of thespviit? where are her sacrifices? where her
birthdays? where her festivals? where are the masawhere is all that sorcery and the poisoning
(witchcraft) that is sister thereto?

44 But the people rising up from off the floor wénatstily and cast down the rest of the idol temple,
crying: The God of John only do we know, and himelaiter do we worship, since he hath had mercy
upon us! And as John came down from thence, muchpl@éook hold of him, saying: Help us, O John!
Assist us that do perish in vain! Thou seest oup@se: thou seest the multitude following thee and
hanging upon thee in hope toward thy God. We haee the way wherein we went astray when we lost
him: we have seen our gods that were set up in warhave seen the great and shameful derision that
is come to them: but suffer us, we pray thee, toeanto thine house and to be succoured without
hindrance. Receive us that are in bewilderment.

45 And John said to them: Men (of Ephesus), belibaefor your sakes | have continued in Ephesus,
and have put off my journey unto Smyrna and torés¢ of the cities, that there also the servants of
Christ may turn to him. But since | am not yet petfy assured concerning you, | have continued
praying to my God and beseeching him that | shthed depart from Ephesus when | have confirmed
you in the faith: and whereas | see that this m&do pass and yet more is being fulfilled, | waibit

leave you until | have weaned you like childremirthe nurse's milk, and have set you upon a firm
rock.

46 John therefore continued with them, receiviregithn the house of Andromeus. And one of them
that were gathered laid down the dead body of thestpof Artemis before the door [of the templey; f
he was his kinsman, and came in quickly with tist, iIgaying nothing of it. John, therefore, after th
discourse to the brethren, and the prayer anchtneksgiving (eucharist) and the laying of handswupo
every one of the congregation, said by the sgitiere is one here who moved by faith in God hath la
down the priest of Artemis before the gate andmse& in, and in the yearning of his soul, takingecar



first for himself, hath thought thus in himselfidtbetter for me to take thought for the livinguhfor

my kinsman that is dead: for | know that if | tumthe Lord and save mine own soul, John will rertyd

to raise up the dead also. And John arising frasrplace went to that into which that kinsman of the
priest who had so thought was entered, and tookolgithe hand and said: Hadst thou this thought when
thou camest unto me, my child? And he, taken wémbling and affright, said: Yes, lord, and cast
himself at his feet. And John said: Our Lord isude&hrist, who will show his power in thy dead
kinsman by raising him up.

47 And he made the young man rise, and took hid bhad said: It is no great matter for a man that is
master of great mysteries to continue wearying éifreszer small things: or what great thing is itrid

men of diseases of the body? And yet holding thenganan by the hand he said: | say unto thee, ,child
go and raise the dead thyself, saying nothinghiatanly: John the servant of God saith to theéseéAr
And the young man went to his kinsman and saiddhig -and much people was with him- and entered
in unto John, bringing him alive. And John, whershe/ him that was raised, said: Now that thou art
raised, thou dost not truly live, neither art plagtaor heir of the true life: wilt thou belong urtion by
whose name and power thou wast raised? And noeMegland thou shall live unto all ages. And he
forthwith believed upon the Lord Jesus and theeeatave unto John.

[Another manuscript (Q. Paris Gr. 1468, of the eldl century) has another form of this story. John
destroys the temple of Artemis, and then 'we' gérttyrna and all the idols are broken: Bucolus,
Polycarp, and Andronicus are left to preside okerdistrict. There were there two priests of Artgmi
brothers, and one died. The raising is told mucim &ése older text, but more shortly.

'We' remained four years in the region, which washy converted, and then returned to Ephesus.]

48 Now on the next day John, having seen in a dtBatrhe must walk three miles outside the gates,
neglected it not, but rose up early and set ouhupe way, together with the brethren.

And a certain countryman who was admonished bYalier not to take to himself the wife of a fellow
labourer of his who threatened to kill him -thisupg man would not endure the admonition of his
father, but kicked him and left him without speésbt. dead). And John, seeing what had befalled, sai
unto the Lord: Lord, was it on this account thatthlidst bid me come out hither to-day?

49 But the young man, beholding the violence (shesp) of death, and looking to be taken, drew out
the sickle that was in his girdle and started totaihis own abode; and John met him and saiddStan
still, thou most shameless devil, and tell me wdnitthou runnest bearing a sickle that thirstettbfood.
And the young man was troubled and cast the irothemground, and said to him: | have done a
wretched and barbarous deed and | know it, anddetekmined to do an evil yet worse and more cruel,
even to die myself at once. For because my fatlasralway curbing me to sobriety, that | should live
without adultery, and chastely, | could not enchira to reprove me, and | kicked him and slew him,
and when | saw what was done, | was hasting tevthrean for whose sake | became my father's
murderer, with intent to kill her and her husbaaad myself last of all: for | could not bear todeen of
the husband of the woman, and undergo the judgeofelgath.

50 And John said to him: That | may not by goingagwand leaving you in danger give place to him that
desireth to laugh and sport with thee, come thdh mie and show me thy father, where he lieth. And i

| raise him up for thee, wilt thou hereafter abstaom the woman that is become a snare to thed. An
the young man said: If thou raisest up my fathersalf for me alive, and if | see him whole and
continuing in life, | will hereafter abstain froneh



51 And while he was speaking, they came to theephdere the old man lay dead, and many passers-by
were standing near thereto. And John said to thhyd hou wretched man, didst thou not spare even
the old age of thy father? And he, weeping andrigdris hair, said that he repented thereof; ath Jo

the servant of the Lord said: Thou didst show mvas to set forth for this place, thou knewest thist
would come to pass, from whom nothing can be hithioigs done in life, that givest me power to work
every cure and healing by thy will: now also give this old man alive, for thou seest that his muede

is become his own judge: and spare him, thou ool Lthat spared not his father (because he)
counselled him for the best.

52 And with these words he came near to the old amainsaid: My Lord will not be weak to spread out
his kind pity and his condescending mercy even three: rise up therefore and give glory to God for
the work that is come to pass at this moment. Avedold man said: | arise, Lord. And he rose andigat
and said: | was released from a terrible life aad to bear the insults of my son, dreadful and many
and his want of natural affection, and to what kast thou called me back, O man of the living God?
(And John answered him: If) thou art raised onlythe same end, it were better for thee to dieyéise
thyself unto better things. And he took him andhéd into the city, preaching unto him the grace of
God, so that before he entered the gate the oldbaieved.

53 But the young man, when he beheld the unloo&edaising of his father, and the saving of himself
took a sickle and mutilated himself, and ran toltbase wherein he had his adulteress, and reprdache
her, saying: For thy sake | became the murderemyofather and of you two and of myself: there thou
hast that which is alike guilty of all. For on medhath had mercy, that | should know his power.

54 And he came back and told John in presenceedfritthren what he had done. But John said to him:
He that put it into thine heart, young man, to #ily father and become the adulterer of anothersnan
wife, the same made thee think it a right deedke taway also the unruly members. But thou shouldes
have done away, not with the place of sin, buthieeght which through those members showed itself
harmful: for it is not the instruments that araumpus, but the unseen springs by which every shame
emotion is stirred and cometh to light. Repentefae, my child, of this fault, and having learmét

wiles of Satan thou shalt have God to help thesdlithe necessities of thy soul. And the young man
kept silence and attended, having repented ofohmdr sins, that he should obtain pardon from the
goodness of God: and he did not separate from John.

55 When, then, these things had been done by hiheinity of the Ephesians, they of Smyrna sent unt
him saying: We hear that the God whom thou predébemt envious, and hath charged thee not to
show partiality by abiding in one place. Sincenthtou art a preacher of such a God, come unto
Smyrna and unto the other cities, that we may cank@ow thy God, and having known him may have
our hope in him.

[Q has the above story also, and continues witimeident which is also quoted in a different foramd
not as from these Acts) by John Cassian. Q hasist t

Now one day as John was seated, a partridge fleantdycame and played in the dust before him; and
John looked on it and wondered. And a certain poasie, who was one of his hearers, and came to
John and saw the partridge playing in the dustredion, and was offended in himself and said: Can
such and so great a man take pleasure in a patpidging in the dust? But John perceiving in thieits
the thought of him, said to him: It were better thoee also, my child, to look at a partridge playim

the dust and not to defile thyself with shamefud anofane practices: for he who awaiteth the



conversion and repentance of all men hath brodwg#® here on this account: for | have no need of a
partridge playing in the dust. For the partridgthise own soul.

Then the elder, hearing this and seeing that henvglidden, but that the apostle of Christ had toin

all that was in his heart, fell on his face on ¢laeth and cried aloud, saying: Now know | that God
dwelleth in thee, O blessed John! for he that tethpthee tempteth him that cannot be tempted. A&nd h
entreated him to pray for him. And he instructed lind delivered him the rules (canons) and letgom
to his house, glorifying God that is over all.

Cassian, Collation XXIV. 21, has it thus:

It is told that the most blessed Evangelist Johtemhe was gently stroking a partridge with hisdsan
suddenly saw one in the habit of a hunter comingria He wondered that a man of such repute and
fame should demean himself to such small and huarblesements, and said: Art thou that John whose
eminent and widespread fame hath enticed me albogneat desire to know thee? Why then art thou
taken up with such mean amusements? The blessadgdmhto him: What is that which thou carriest in
thy hands? A bow, said he. And why, said he, dusil hot bear it about always stretched? He answered
him: I must not, lest by constant bending the gjtierof its vigour be wrung and grow soft and perish
and when there is need that the arrows be shotmutth strength at some beast, the strength begtg lo
by excess of continual tension, a forcible blowrzarbe dealt. Just so, said the blessed Johnpt¢his
little and brief relaxation of my mind offend the@ung man, for unless it doth sometimes ease and
relax by some remission the force of its tensibwjli grow slack through unbroken rigour and wibbt

be able to obey the power of the Spirit.

The only common point of the two stories is thatd®hn amuses himself with a partridge, and a
spectator thinks it unworthy of him. The two mordifer wholly. The amount of text lost here is of
quite uncertain length. It must have told of thende at Smyrna, and also, it appears, at Laod®ea (
the title of the next section). One of the episauest have been the conversion of a woman of iwil |
(see below, 'the harlot that was chaste ')-]

Our best manuscript prefixes a title to the negtisa:
From Laodicca to Ephesus the second time.

58 Now when some long time had passed, and notie dfrethren had been at any time grieved by
John, they were then grieved because he had sathrBn, it is now time for me to go to Ephesus (fo
so have | agreed with them that dwell there) llesytbecome slack, now for a long time having no man
to confirm them. But all of you must have your nargteadfast towards God, who never forsaketh us.

But when they heard this from him, the brethrendatad because they were to be parted from him. And
John said: Even if | be parted from you, yet Chastlways with you: whom if ye love purely ye will
have his fellowship without reproach, for if helbeed, he preventeth (anticipateth) them that lowve.

59 And having so said, and bidden farewell to thanal left much money with the brethren for
distribution, he went forth unto Ephesus, whileth# brethren lamented and groaned. And there
accompanied him, of Ephesus, both Andronicus angiBna and Lycomedes and Cleobius and their
families. And there followed him Aristobula alsoh@vhad heard that her husband Tertullus had died on
the way, and Aristippus with Xenophon, and thedtaHhat was chaste, and many others, whom he
exhorted at all times to cleave to the Lord, areytwould no more be parted from him.



60 Now on the first day we arrived at a deserted amd when we were at a loss for a bed for Joken, w
saw a droll matter. There was one bedstead lyingegdere there without coverings, whereon we
spread the cloaks which we were wearing, and wgepraim to lie down upon it and rest, while thet res
of us all slept upon the floor. But he when hedawn was troubled by the bugs, and as they cordinue
to become yet more troublesome to him, when it neag about the middle of the night, in the hearing
of us all he said to them: | say unto you, O bbbghave yourselves, one and all, and leave youreabod
for this night and remain quiet in one place, aedkyour distance from the servants of God. Andas
laughed, and went on talking for some time, Joldresbed himself to sleep; and we, talking low, gave
him no disturbance (or, thanks to him we were rstudoed).

61 But when the day was now dawning | arose fasti with me Verus and Andronicus, and we saw at
the door of the house which we had taken a greabeu of bugs standing, and while we wondered at
the great sight of them, and all the brethren weused up because of them, John continued sleeping.
And when he was awaked we declared to him whataglesben. And he sat up on the bed and looked at
them and said: Since ye have well behaved yoursétveearkening to my rebuke, come unto your
place. And when he had said this, and risen frab#d, the bugs running from the door hasted to the
bed and climbed up by the legs thereof and disapgeato the joints. And John said again: This
creature hearkened unto the voice of a man, andealitself and was quiet and trespassed notwbut
which hear the voice and commandments of God disabd are light-minded: and for how long?

62 After these things we came to Ephesus: andrétarien there, who had for a long time known that
John was coming, ran together to the house of Andus (where also he came to lodge), handling his
feet and laying his hands upon their own faceskisging them (and many rejoiced even to touch his
vesture, and were healed by touching the clothéseofioly apostle. [So the Latin, which has this
section; the Greek has: so that they even touclsegiinments).]

63 And whereas there was great love and joy unssggBamong the brethren, a certain one, a
messenger of Satan, became enamoured of Drudinght he saw and knew that she was the wife of
Andronicus. To whom many said: It is not possildethee to obtain that woman, seeing that for g lon
time she has even separated herself from her hdgbagodliness' sake. Art thou only ignorant that
Andronicus, not being aforetime that which now $eai God-fearing man, shut her up in a tomb, saying
Either | must have thee as the wife whom | had teefor thou shalt die. And she chose rather to die
than to do that foulness. If, then, she would motsent, for godliness' sake, to cohabit with hed bnd
husband, but even persuaded him to be of the santkasn herself, will she consent to thee desining t
be her seducer? depart from this madness whichnoattest in thee: give up this deed which thou tans
not bring to accomplishment.

64 But his familiar friends saying these thingsitm did not convince him, but with shamelessness he
courted her with messages; and when he learnh#udts and disgraces which she returned, he sggent h
life in melancholy (or better, she, when she leafrthis disgrace and insult at his hand, spentifeem
heaviness). And after two days Drusiana took tadeerfrom heaviness, and was in a fever and said:
Would that | had not now come home to my native@la that have become an offence to a man
ignorant of godliness! for if it were one who wadketl with the word of God, he would not have gdoe
such a pitch of madness. But now (therefore) Lemte | am become the occasion of a blow unto a
soul devoid of knowledge, set me free from thisiclaad remove me unto thee quickly. And in the
presence of John, who knew nothing at all of suofatier, Drusiana departed out of life not wholly
happy, yea, even troubled because of the spifiudlof the man.



65 But Andronicus, grieved with a secret grief, md in his soul, and wept openly, so that John
checked him often and said to him: Upon a bettgeHmath Drusiana removed out of this unrighteous
life. And Andronicus answered him: Yea, | am pedadhof it, O John, and | doubt not at all in regard
of trust in my God: but this very thing do | holakt, that she departed out of life pure.

66 And when she was carried forth, John took haldodronicus, and now that he knew the cause, he
mourned more than Andronicus. And he kept silenoasidering the provocation of the adversary, and
for a space sat still. Then, the brethren beingegat there to hear what word he would speak of her
that was departed, he began to say:

67 When the pilot that voyageth, together with thbat sail with him, and the ship herself, arrivietta
calm and stormless harbour, then let him say thas Bafe. And the husbandman that hath committed
the seed to the earth, and toiled much in the @adeprotection of it, let him then take rest frois h
labours, when he layeth up the seed with manifetdeiase in his barns. Let him that enterprisetio

in the course, then exult when he beareth homerike. Let him that inscribeth his name for the
boxing, then boast himself when he receiveth tbaos: and so in succession is it with all contasts$
crafts, when they do not fail in the end, but shbamselves to be like that which they promised
(corrupt).

68 And thus also I think is it with the faith whielach one of us practiseth, that it is then disegkbrn
whether it be indeed true, when it continueth likelf even until the end of life. For many obseactall
into the way, and prepare disturbance for the mafdsen: care, children, parents, glory, poverty,
flattery, prime of life, beauty, conceit, lust, tbaanger, uplifting, slackness, envy, jealoussglect,
fear, insolence, love, deceit, money, pretence odiner such obstacles, as many as there are ififéhis
as also the pilot sailing a prosperous course pesed by the onset of contrary winds and a greamst
and mighty waves out of calm, and the husbandmambsnely winter and blight and creeping things
rising out of the earth, and they that strive i@ ¢fames ‘just do not win', and they that exeraigttscare
hindered by the divers difficulties of them.

69 But before all things it is needful that thei®etr should look before at his ending and undedsia

in what manner it will come upon him, whether itiiie vigorous and sober and without any obstacle,
or disturbed and clinging to the things that aneehand bound down by desires. So is it right ghiaody
should be praised as comely when it is wholly pegh and a general as great when he hath
accomplished every promise of the war, and a playsigs excellent when he hath succeeded in every
cure, and a soul as full of faith and worthy (arejtive) of God when it hath paid its promise it fioot
that soul which began well and was dissolved itittha things of this life and fell away, nor thahich

is numb, having made an effort to attain to batiergs, and then is borne down to temporal things,
that which hath longed after the things of time enttran those of eternity, nor that which exchangeth
those that endure not, nor that which hath honotiredvorks of dishonour that deserve shame, nor tha
which taketh pledges of Satan, nor that which hatkeived the serpent into its own house, nor that
which suffereth reproach for God's sake and théma§ ashamed, nor that which with the mouth saith
yea, but indeed approveth not itself: but that Whiath prevailed not to be made weak by foul plegsu
not to be overcome by light-mindedness, not tocawght by the bait of love of money, not to be
betrayed by vigour of body or wrath.

70 And as John was discoursing yet further untdtieéhren that they should despise temporal thimgs
respect of the eternal, he that was enamouredusi@ra, being inflamed with an horrible lust and
possession of the many-shaped Satan, bribed tvarst®f Andronicus who was a lover of money with
a great sum: and he opened the tomb and gave fportapity to wreak the forbidden thing upon the



dead body. Not having succeeded with her when ,aligavas still importunate after her death to her
body, and said: If thou wouldst not have to do waith while thou livedst, | will outrage thy corpsam
thou art dead. With this design, and having mandgekimself the wicked act by means of the
abominable steward, he rushed with him to the s#pe] they opened the door and began to strip the
grave-clothes from the corpse, saying: What an fhrofited, poor Drusiana? couldest thou not have
done this in life, which perchance would not havievged thee, hadst thou done it willingly?

71 And as these men were speaking thus, and oalgdtustomed shift now remained on her body, a
strange spectacle was seen, such as they desewkaiowho do such deeds. A serpent appeared from
some quarter and dealt the steward a single bateskaav him: but the young man it did not striket bu
coiled about his feet, hissing terribly, and wherféll mounted on his body and sat upon him.

72 Now on the next day John came, accompanied lyohicus and the brethren, to the sepulchre at
dawn, it being now the third day from Drusiana'attiethat we might break bread there. And firstewh
they set out, the keys were sought for and coutdadound; but John said to Andronicus: It is guit
right that they should be lost, for Drusiana is inahe sepulchre; nevertheless, let us go, tiaat th
mayest not be neglectful, and the doors shall leaeg of themselves, even as the Lord hath donesfor
many such things.

73 And when we were at the place, at the commantiafehe master, the doors were opened, and we
saw by the tomb of Drusiana a beautiful youth, srgiland John, when he saw him, cried out and said:
Art thou come before us hither too, beautiful oae@ for what cause? And we heard a voice saying to
him: For Drusiana's sake, whom thou art to raiséoup was within a little of finding her -and fdvis

sake that lieth dead beside her tomb. And whebéa@tiful one had said this unto John he went tg in
the heavens in the sight of us all. And John, tgno the other side of the sepulchre, saw a yooizg-
even Callimachus, one of the chief of the Ephes@antsa huge serpent sleeping upon him, and the
steward of Andronicus, Fortunatus by name, lyingddénd at the sight of the two he stood perplexed,
saying to the brethren: What meaneth such a sghttherefore hath not the Lord declared unto me
what was done here, he who hath never neglected me?

74 And Andronicus seeing those corpses, leapt dmemt to Drusiana’s tomb, and seeing her lying in
her shift only, said to John: | understand whathegspened, thou blessed servant of God, John. This
Callimachus was enamoured of my sister; and bedasaisever won her, though he often assayed it, he
hath bribed this mine accursed steward with a grasat, perchance designing, as now we may see, to
fulfil by his means the tragedy of his conspiraoy,indeed Callimachus avowed this to many, sayihg:
she will not consent to me when living, she shalblatraged when dead. And it may be, master, tieat t
beautiful one knew it and suffered not her bodipe¢ansulted, and therefore have these died who made
that attempt. And can it be that the voice thad saito thee, 'Raise up Drusiana’, foreshowed this?
because she departed out of this life in sorromiofd. But | believe him that said that this is mf¢he
men that have gone astray; for thou wast biddeaise him up: for as to the other, | know thatsie i
unworthy of salvation. But this one thing | begloée: raise up Callimachus first, and he will cesfto

us what is come about.

75 And John, looking upon the body, said to theomeous beast: Get thee away from him that is to be a
servant of Jesus Christ; and stood up and prayedhom thus: O God whose name is glorified by 8s, a
of right: O God who subduest every injurious for©eGod whose will is accomplished, who alway
hearest us: now also let thy gift be accomplisineithis young man; and if there be any dispensaton

be wrought through him, manifest it unto us whemshmised up. And straightway the young man rose
up, and for a whole hour kept silence.



76 But when he came to his right senses, John adkach about his entry into the sepulchre, what it
meant, and learning from him that which Andronibasl told him, namely, that he was enamoured of
Drusiana, John inquired of him again if he hadilfeti his foul intent, to insult a body full of hokss.
And he answered him: How could | accomplish it wktga fearful beast struck down Fortunatus at a
blow in my sight: and rightly, since he encouragegdfrenzy, when | was already cured of that
unreasonable and horrible madness: but me it stbyfig affright, and brought me to that plight in
which ye saw me before | arose. And another thetgnyore wondrous | will tell thee, which yet went
nigh to slay and was within a little of making meapse. When my soul was stirred up with folly and
the uncontrollable malady was troubling me, andd how torn away the grave-clothes in which she
was clad, and | had then come out of the gravdaddhem as thou seest, | went again to my unholy
work: and | saw a beautiful youth covering her with mantle, and from his eyes sparks of light came
forth unto her eyes; and he uttered words to mgngaCallimachus, die that thou mayest live. Now
who he was | knew not, O servant of God; but tloat thou hast appeared here, | recognize that he was
an angel of God, that | know well; and this | knofaa truth that it is a true God that is proclaintgd
thee, and of it | am persuaded. But | beseech theeapt slack to deliver me from this calamity émg
fearful crime, and to present me unto thy God asa deceived with a shameful and foul deceit.
Beseeching help therefore of thee, | take holdhgrfeet. | would become one of them that hope in
Christ, that the voice may prove true which saich® 'Die that thou mayest live': and that voicthha
also fulfilled its effect, for he is dead, thattfdess, disorderly, godless one, and | have basaddy
thee, | who will be faithful, God-fearing, knowirtige truth, which | entreat thee may be shown me by
thee.

77 And John, filled with great gladness and peiogithe whole spectacle of the salvation of maid:sa
What thy power is, Lord Jesu Christ, | know nowwhéered as | am at thy much compassion and
boundless long-suffering. O what a greatness tnaecdown into bondage! O unspeakable liberty
brought into slavery by us! O incomprehensible glbiat is come unto us! thou that hast kept theldea
tabernacle safe from insult; that hast redeemedtrethat stained himself with blood and chastened
the soul of him that would defile the corruptibledy; Father that hast had pity and compassion @n th
man that cared not for thee; We glorify thee, aradse and bless and thank thy great goodness and
long-suffering, O holy Jesu, for thou only art Gadd none else: whose is the might that cannot be
conspired against, now and world without end. Amen.

78 And when he had said this John took Callima@massaluted (kissed) him, saying: Glory be to our
God, my child, who hath had mercy on thee, and nmaelevorthy to glorify his power, and thee also by

a good course to depart from that thine abominadaledness and drunkenness, and hath called thee unto
his own rest and unto renewing of life.

79 But Andronicus, beholding the dead Callimaclaisad, besought John, with the brethren, to rgise u
Drusiana also, saying: O John, let Drusiana anskespend happily that short space (of life) which s
gave up through grief about Callimachus, when Bbadht she had become a stumbling block to him:
and when the Lord will, he shall take her agaihitoself. And John without delay went unto her tomb
and took her hand and said: Upon thee that anheGod do | call, the more than great, the
unutterable, the incomprehensible: unto whom epewyer of principalities is subjected: unto whom all
authority boweth: before whom all pride falleth doand keepeth silence: whom devils hearing of
tremble: whom all creation perceiving keepeth dasids. Let thy name be glorified by us, and rajse u
Drusiana, that Callimachus may yet more be confirongo thee who dispensest that which unto men is
without a way and impossible, but to thee only gmeseven salvation and resurrection: and that
Drusiana may now come forth in peace, having aheunot any the least hindrance -now that the
young man is turned unto thee- in her course towsed.



80 And after these words John said unto DrusiamasiBna, arise. And she arose and came out of the
tomb; and when she saw herself in her shift orilg, was perplexed at the thing, and learned theavhol
accurately from Andronicus, the while John lay upanface, and Callimachus with voice and tears
glorified God, and she also rejoiced, glorifyingnhin like manner.

81 And when she had clothed herself, she turnegsawd~ortunatus lying, and said unto John: Father,
let this man also rise, even if he did assay t@lecmy betrayer. But Callimachus, when he heard her
say that, said: Do not, | beseech thee, Drusiamdhé voice which | heard took no thought of hbut
declared concerning thee only, and | saw and bagiefor if he had been good, perchance God would
have had mercy on him also and would have raisadlgimeans of the blessed John: he knew therefore
that the man was come to a bad end [Lat. he jutiedvorthy to die whom he did not declare worthy
to rise again]. And John said to him: We have eatred, my child, to render evil for evil: for God,
though we have done much ill and no good toward hath not given retribution unto us, but
repentance, and though we were ignorant of his rierdid not neglect us but had mercy on us, and
when we blasphemed him, he did not punish butgiie and when we disbelieved him he bore us no
grudge, and when we persecuted his brethren headicecompense us evil but put into our minds
repentance and abstinence from evil, and exhogdd come unto him, as he hath thee also, my son
Callimachus, and not remembering thy former evihhmade thee his servant, waiting upon his mercy.
Wherefore if thou allowest not me to raise up Foatus, it is for Drusiana so to do.

82 And she, delaying not, went with rejoicing ofrg@nd soul unto the body of Fortunatus and said:
Jesu Christ, God of the ages, God of truth, that geanted me to see wonders and signs, and given t
me to become partaker of thy name; that didst beetiityself into me with thy many-shaped
countenance, and hadst mercy on me in many wagssdlithst protect me by thy great goodness when |
was oppressed by Andronicus that was of old my &mdpthat didst give me thy servant Andronicus to
be my brother; that hast kept me thine handmaid pato this day; that didst raise me up by thy aetrv
John, and when | was raised didst show me himwhatmade to stumble free from stumbling; that hast
given me perfect rest in thee, and lightened meéetecret madness; whom | have loved and
affectioned: | pray thee, O Christ, refuse notEhrysiana that asketh thee to raise up Fortunaves, e
though he assayed to become my betrayer.

83 And taking the hand of the dead man she sagk &y, Fortunatus, in the name of our Lord Jesus
Christ. And Fortunatus arose, and when he saw idotie sepulchre, and Andronicus, and Drusiana
raised from the dead, and Callimachus a believet tlae rest of the brethren glorifying God, he s@id
to what have the powers of these clever men attairéid not want to be raised, but would rathes, di

S0 as not to see them. And with these words heaiheldwent out of the sepulchre.

84 And John, when he saw the unchanged mind (sb&)rtunatus, said: O nature that is not changed
for the better! O fountain of the soul that abidetfioulness! O essence of corruption full of dags! O
death exulting in them that are thine! O fruitleég full of fire! O tree that bearest coals farifir O
matter that dwellest with the madness of matter@alood of trees full of unwholesome shoots) and
neighbour of unbelief! Thou hast proved who thay and thou art always convicted, with thy children
And thou knowest not how to praise the better thirigr thou hast them not. Therefore, such asyis th
way (?fruit), such also is thy root and thy natiBe.thou destroyed from among them that trustén th
Lord: from their thoughts, from their mind, fromeihsouls, from their bodies, from their acts) tHiée,
their conversation, from their business, their @ations, their counsel, from the resurrection |oto
rest in) God, from their sweet savour wherein thatishare, from their faith, their prayers, frohet
holy bath, from the eucharist, from the food of lesh, from drink, from clothing, from love, from



care, from abstinence, from righteousness: frorthalle, thou most unholy Satan, enemy of God, shall
Jesus Christ our God and of all that are like trad have thy character, make thee to perish.

85 And having thus said, John prayed, and tookdoasa bare it into the sepulchre to break it; aad:s
We glorify thy name, which converteth us from eraad ruthless deceit: we glorify thee who hast
shown before our eyes that which we have seen:eaewitness to thy loving-kindness which appeareth
in divers ways: we praise thy merciful name, O L(we thank thee), who hast convicted them that are
convicted of thee: we give thanks to thee, O LasuJChrist, that we are persuaded of thy which is
unchanging: we give thanks to thee who hadst neéedraature that should be saved: we give thamks t
thee that hast given us this sure , for thou arteglboth now and ever. We thy servants give thee
thanks, O holy one, who are assembled with intedtaae gathered out of the world (or risen from
death).

86 And having so prayed and given glory to Godwkat out of the sepulchre after imparting unto all
the brethren of the eucharist of the Lord. And wherwas come unto Andronicus' house he said to the
brethren: Brethren, a spirit within me hath divirtedt Fortunatus is about to die of blackness
(poisoning of the blood) from the bite of the seapéut let some one go quickly and learn if ists

indeed. And one of the young men ran and founddead and the blackness spreading over him, and it
had reached his heart: and came and told Johhe¢haad been dead three hours. And John said: Thou
hast thy child, O devil.

'‘John therefore was with the brethren rejoicinthimLord." This sentence is in the best manusdript.
Bonnet's edition It introduces the last sectiothef Acts, which follows immediately in the manuptri
It may belong to either episode. The Latin has: Arat day he spent joyfully with the brethren.

There cannot be much of a gap between this andetktesection, which is perhaps the most interesting
in the Acts.

The greater part of this episode is preserved ionbyne very corrupt fourteenth-century manuscript a
Vienna. Two important passages (93-5 (part) an8 §art)) were read at the Second Nicene Council
and are preserved in the Acts thereof: a few loféke Hymn are also cited in Latin by Augusting@(E
237 (253) to Ceretius): he found it current sedyeamong the Priscillianists. The whole discousse
the best popular exposition we have of the Doag¢ies of our Lord's person.

87 Those that were present inquired the causewanel especially perplexed, because Drusiana had
said: The Lord appeared unto me in the tomb ifikeaess of John, and in that of a youth. Forasmuch
therefore, as they were perplexed and were, inrmaranot yet stablished in the faith, so as tawead
steadfastly, John said (or John bearing it patiestid):

88 Men and brethren, ye have suffered nothing gaam incredible as concerning your perception of
the , inasmuch as we also, whom he chose for hinwsbe apostles, were tried in many ways: |, intjee
am neither able to set forth unto you nor to witite things which | both saw and heard: and now is i
needful that | should fit them for your hearingdaaccording as each of you is able to contairwilll
impart unto you those things whereof ye are ableettome hearers, that ye may see the glory that is
about him, which was and is, both now and for ever.

For when he had chosen Peter and Andrew, which kretaren, he cometh unto me and James my
brother, saying: | have need of you, come untoAnel my brother hearing that, said: John, what would
this child have that is upon the sea-shore anédaait? And | said: What child? And he said to me



again: That which beckoneth to us. And | answeBstause of our long watch we have kept at sea,
thou seest not aright, my brother James; but seestnot the man that standeth there, comely and fa
and of a cheerful countenance? But he said to nme:lldee not, brother; but let us go forth and Wwalls
see what he would have.

89 And so when we had brought the ship to landsave him also helping along with us to settle the
ship: and when we departed from that place, beimgl@d to follow him, again he was seen of me as
having rather bald, but the beard thick and flowimgt of James as a youth whose beard was newly
come. We were therefore perplexed, both of us) aghat that which we had seen should mean. And
after that, as we followed him, both of us werditike and little perplexed as we considered thetena
Yet unto me there then appeared this yet more wéudhbing: for | would try to see him privily, and
never at any time saw his eyes closing (winking},dnly open. And oft-times he would appear to me
as a small man and uncomely, and then againt aeacking unto heaven. Also there was in him
another marvel: when | sat at meat he would takeipoe& his own breast; and sometimes his breast was
felt of me to be smooth and tender, and sometiraes like unto stones, so that | was perplexed in
myself and said: Wherefore is this so unto me? danélconsidered this, he . .

90 And at another time he taketh with him me amde¥aand Peter unto the mountain where he was
wont to pray, and we saw in him a light such as itot possible for a man that useth corruptible
(mortal) speech to describe what it was like. Agailike manner he bringeth us three up into the
mountain, saying: Come ye with me. And we wentgand we saw him at a distance praying. |,
therefore, because he loved me, drew nigh untoshbifthy, as though he could not see me, and stood
looking upon his hinder parts: and | saw that he mat in any wise clad with garments, but was sgen
us naked, and not in any wise as a man, and th&ét were whiter than any snow, so that the earth
there was lighted up by his feet, and that his headhed the heaven: so that | was afraid and cued
and he, turning about, appeared as a man of statlts, and caught hold on my beard and pulleddt a
said to me: John, be not faithless but believimgl, @ot curious. And | said unto him: But what have
done, Lord? And | say unto you, brethren, | suffiese great pain in that place where he took hold on
my beard for thirty days, that | said to him: Loifdthy twitch when thou wast in sport hath givee s
great pain, what were it if thou hadst given meutidd? And he said unto me: Let it be thine hendéfo
not to tempt him that cannot be tempted.

91 But Peter and James were wroth because | spékéhw Lord, and beckoned unto me that | should
come unto them and leave the Lord alone. And | waamd they both said unto me: He (the old man) that
was speaking with the Lord upon the top of the niowho was he? for we heard both of them
speaking. And I, having in mind his great grace] his unity which hath many faces, and his wisdom
which without ceasing looketh upon us, said: Tihatlsye learn if ye inquire of him.

92 Again, once when all we his disciples were atrigsaret sleeping in one house, | alone having
wrapped myself in my mantle, watched (or watchedifbeneath my mantle) what he should do: and
first I heard him say: John, go thou to sleep. Atitereon feigning to sleep saw another like unito h
[sleeping], whom also | heard say unto my Lordudethey whom thou hast chosen believe not yet on
thee (or do they not yet, &c.?). And my Lord saimdauhim: Thou sayest well: for they are men.

93 Another glory also will I tell you, brethren: @etimes when | would lay hold on him, | met with a
material and solid body, and at other times, agahen | felt him, the substance was immaterial asd
if it existed not at all. And if at any time he vedsidden by some one of the Pharisees and wehéto t
bidding, we went with him, and there was set be&areh one of us a loaf by them that had bidden us,
and with us he also received one; and his own hddraess and part it among us: and of that little



every one was filled, and our own loaves were savizale, so that they which bade him were amazed.
And oftentimes when | walked with him, | desireds&e the print of his foot, whether it appearedhen
earth; for | saw him as it were lifting himself trom the earth: and | never saw it. And these thihg
speak unto you, brethren, for the encouragemeywf faith toward him; for we must at the present
keep silence concerning his mighty and wonderfulke&oinasmuch as they are unspeakable and, it may
be, cannot at all be either uttered or heard.

94 Now before he was taken by the lawless Jews,altowere governed by (had their law from) the
lawless serpent, he gathered all of us togethesaitd Before | am delivered up unto them let agsi
an hymn to the Father, and so go forth to that wheth before us. He bade us therefore make as it
were a ring, holding one another's hands, and Himsisading in the midst he said: Answer Amen unto
me. He began, then, to sing an hymn and to say:

Glory be to thee, Father.

And we, going about in a ring, answered him: Amen.

Glory be to thee, Word: Glory be to thee, GraceeAm

Glory be to thee, Spirit: Glory be to thee, Holyedn

Glory be to thy glory. Amen.

We praise thee, O Father; we give thanks to thdaghl, wherein darkness

dwelleth not. Amen.

95 Now whereas (or wherefore) we give thanks, | say

| would be saved, and | would save. Amen.

| would be loosed, and | would loose. Amen.

| would be wounded, and | would wound. Amen.

I would be born, and | would bear. Amen.

| would eat, and | would be eaten. Amen.

| would hear, and | would be heard. Amen.

| would be thought, being wholly thought. Amen.

| would be washed, and | would wash. Amen.

Grace danceth. | would pipe; dance ye all. Amen.

I would mourn: lament ye all. Amen.



The number Eight (lit. one ogdoad) singeth praigh ws. Amen.
The number Twelve danceth on high. Amen.

The Whole on high hath part in our dancing. Amen.
Whoso danceth not, knoweth not what cometh to gasen.
| would flee, and | would stay. Amen.

| would adorn, and | would be adorned. Amen.

| would be united, and | would unite. Amen.

A house | have not, and | have houses. Amen.

A place | have not, and | have places. Amen.

A temple | have not, and | have temples. Amen.

A lamp am | to thee that beholdest me. Amen.

A mirror am | to thee that perceivest me. Amen.

A door am | to thee that knockest at me. Amen.

A way am | to thee a wayfarer. .

96 Now answer thou (or as thou respondest) untdanging. Behold thyself in me who speak, and
seeing what | do, keep silence about my mysteries.

Thou that dancest, perceive what | do, for thindiis passion of the manhood, which | am about to
suffer. For thou couldest not at all have underidtebat thou sufferest if | had not been sent unéet

as the word of the Father. Thou that sawest whatfér sawest me as suffering, and seeing it thdst d
not abide but wert wholly moved, moved to make wideu hast me as a bed, rest upon me. Who | am,
thou shalt know when | depart. What now | am sedpet that | am not. Thou shalt see when thou
comest. If thou hadst known how to suffer, thou ldest have been able not to suffer. Learn thou to
suffer, and thou shalt be able not to suffer. Whati knowest not, | myself will teach thee. Thy God

I, not the God of the traitor. | would keep tunehnholy souls. In me know thou the word of wisdom.
Again with me say thou: Glory be to thee, Fath&rygto thee, Word; glory to thee, Holy Ghost. Aifid
thou wouldst know concerning me, what | was, knbat with a word did | deceive all things and | was
no whit deceived. | have leaped: but do thou uridedsthe whole, and having understood it, say: Glor
be to thee, Father. Amen.

97 Thus, my beloved, having danced with us the keedt forth. And we as men gone astray or dazed
with sleep fled this way and that. |, then, whesaw him suffer, did not even abide by his sufferimgt
fled unto the Mount of Olives, weeping at that whiad befallen. And when he was crucified on the
Friday, at the sixth hour of the day, darkness capam all the earth. And my Lord standing in thelshi
of the cave and enlightening it, said: John, uhorultitude below in Jerusalem | am being crudifie



and pierced with lances and reeds, and gall arebeainis given me to drink. But unto thee | speakl, a
what | speak hear thou. | put it into thy mind tore up into this mountain, that thou mightest hear
those things which it behoveth a disciple to Idanm his teacher and a man from his God.

98 And having thus spoken, he showed me a crogghoffixed (set up), and about the cross a great
multitude, not having one form: and in it (the @pwas one form and one likenesst [so the MS.; |
would read: and therein was one form and one likgnand in the cross another multitude, not having
one form]. And the Lord himself | beheld above thess, not having any shape, but only a voice:aand
voice not such as was familiar to us, but one saedtkind and truly of God, saying unto me: Johrs i
needful that one should hear these things fromfoné,have need of one that will hear. This croks o
light is sometimes called the (or a) word by meyfour sakes, sometimes mind, sometimes Jesus,
sometimes Christ, sometimes door, sometimes aseayetimes bread, sometimes seed, sometimes
resurrection, sometimes Son, sometimes Father,tsnageSpirit, sometimes life, sometimes truth,
sometimes faith, sometimes grace. And by these si@neecalled as toward men: but that which inis
truth, as conceived of in itself and as spokenmb you (MS. us), it is the marking-off of all tlys, and
the firm uplifting of things fixed out of things atable, and the harmony of wisdom, and indeed wisdo
in harmony [this last clause in the MS. is joinedte next: 'and being wisdom in harmony']. Theee a
of the right hand and the left, powers also, autiest lordships and demons, workings, threatenings
wraths, devils, Satan, and the lower root wheneentiiure of the things that come into being proeded

99 This cross, then, is that which fixed all thirgsart (al. joined all things unto itself) by thee &)

word, and separate off the things that are frorsettbat are below (lit. the things from birth aredioov

it), and then also, being one, streamed forth atitthings (or, made all flow forth. | suggested:
compacted all into ). But this is not the crossvobd which thou wilt see when thou goest down hence
neither am | he that is on the cross, whom now gemst not, but only hearest his (or a) voice.d wa
reckoned to be that which | am not, not being Whvedis unto many others: but they will call me (sdy
me) something else which is vile and not worthynef. As, then, the place of rest is neither seen nor
spoken of, much more shall |, the Lord thereofpnbgher seen .

100 Now the multitude of one aspect (al. of oneeaggthat is about the cross is the lower naturd: a
they whom thou seest in the cross, if they haveonetform, it is because not yet hath every meraber
him that came down been comprehended. But whehuhman nature (or the upper nature) is taken up,
and the race which draweth near unto me and obaygtioice, he that now heareth me shall be united
therewith, and shall no more be that which nowshéut above them, as | also now am. For so long as
thou callest not thyself mine, | am not that whi@m (or was): but if thou hear me, thou, hearsiglt

be as | am, and | shall be that which | was, whineé as | am with myself. For from me thou art tha
(which 1 am). Care not therefore for the many, #rein that are outside the mystery despise; for know
thou that | am wholly with the Father, and the Eathith me.

101 Nothing, therefore, of the things which theyl say of me have | suffered: nay, that sufferitgpa
which | showed unto thee and the rest in the ddned|, that it be called a mystery. For what than,
thou seest, for | showed it thee; but what | adohe@ know, and no man else. Suffer me then to keep
that which is mine, and that which is thine behblou through me, and behold me in truth, that | am,
not what | said, but what thou art able to knowgéhese thou art akin thereto. Thou hearest that |
suffered, yet did | not suffer; that | suffered ngat did | suffer; that | was pierced, yet | wax n
smitten; hanged, and | was not hanged; that bllmveetd from me, and it flowed not; and, in a word,
what they say of me, that befell me not, but whaytsay not, that did | suffer. Now what those gisin
are | signify unto thee, for | know that thou wiliderstand. Perceive thou therefore in me theipgpis
(al. slaying al. rest) of the (or a) Word (Logads piercing of the Word, the blood of the Worck th



wound of the Word, the hanging up of the Word,db#ering of the Word, the nailing (fixing) of the
Word, the death of the Word. And so speak |, sepayaff the manhood. Perceive thou therefore & th
first place of the Word; then shalt thou percetve itord, and in the third place the man, and wieat h
hath suffered.

102 When he had spoken unto me these things, &edsowhich | know not how to say as he would
have me, he was taken up, no one of the multitbdesg beheld him. And when | went down |
laughed them all to scorn, inasmuch as he hadelthe things which they have said concerning him;
holding fast this one thing in myself, that the d@ontrived all things symbolically and by a
dispensation toward men, for their conversion aldagion.

103 Having therefore beheld, brethren, the gratdheot.ord and his kindly affection toward us, lst u
worship him as those unto whom he hath shown meatywith our fingers, nor our mouth, nor our
tongue, nor with any part whatsoever of our body,viath the disposition of our soul -even him who
became a man apart from this body: and let us wa#chuse (or we shall find that) now also he kdepet
ward over prisons for our sake, and over tombbpimds and dungeons, in reproaches and insultgay s
and on dry land, in scourgings, condemnations, mioases, frauds, punishments, and in a word, he is
with all of us, and himself suffereth with us whea suffer, brethren. When he is called upon by each
one of us, he endureth not to shut his ears tbuisgs being everywhere he hearkeneth to all céng;
now both to me and to Drusiana, -forasmuch as teeis$od of them that are shut upbringing us hglp b
his own compassion.

104 Be ye also persuaded, therefore, belovedittisatot a man whom | preach unto you to worship,
but God unchangeable, God invincible, God highanthll authority and all power, and elder and
mightier than all angels and creatures that areedaand all aeons. If then ye abide in him, and are
builded up in him, ye shall possess your soul itrdesble.

105 And when he had delivered these things untbieiren, John departed, with Andronicus, to walk.
And Drusiana also followed afar off with all theetiren, that they might behold the acts that wereed
by him, and hear his speech at all times in thelLor

The remaining episode which is extant in the Giseke conclusion of the book, the Death or
Assumption of John. Before it must be placed tbeiest which we have only in the Latin (of 'Abdias’
and another text by 'Mellitus', i.e. Melito), armttwo or three isolated fragments.

(Lat. XIV.) Now on the next (or another) day Cratarphilosopher, had proclaimed in the market-place
that he would give an example of the contemptalfes: and the spectacle was after this manner. He
had persuaded two young men, the richest of tigewtio were brothers, to spend their whole
inheritance and buy each of them a jewel, and ttiesebrake in pieces publicly in the sight of the
people. And while they were doing this, it happehbgahance that the apostle passed by. And calling
Craton the philosopher to him, he said: That isai$h despising of the world which is praised bg t
mouths of men, but long ago condemned by the juégéwf God. For as that is a vain medicine
whereby the disease is not extirpated, so is #ia teaching by which the faults of souls and ofduct
are not cured. But indeed my master taught a yahthdesired to attain to eternal life, in thesedgor
saying that if he would be perfect, he should akkis goods and give to the poor, and so doing he
would gain treasure in heaven and find the lif¢ Has no ending. And Craton said to him: Here thi f
of covetousness is set forth in the midst of men, lzath been broken to pieces. But if God is indagd
master and willeth this to be, that the sum ofttiee of these jewels should be given to the poause
thou the gems to be restored whole, that what ¢ ladlne for the praise of men, thou mayest do #r th



glory of him whom thou callest thy master. Then bhessed John gathered together the fragment®of th
gems, and holding them in his hands, lifted upelyiss to heaven and said: Lord Jesu Christ, untearwho
nothing is impossible: who when the world was brokg the tree of concupiscence, didst restore it
again in thy faithfulness by the tree of the craegso didst give to one born blind the eyes whicturea

had denied him, who didst recall Lazarus, deadbamigéd, after the fourth day unto the light; and ha
subjected all diseases and all sicknesses untedheof thy power: so also now do with these presio
stones which these, not knowing the fruits of aliwisg, have broken in pieces for the praise of men:
recover thou them, Lord, now by the hands of tlaingels, that by their value the work of mercy may b
fulfilled, and make these men believe in thee thieagotten Father through thine only-begotten Son
Jesus Christ our Lord, with the Holy Ghost thenilnator and sanctifier of the whole Church,

world without end. And when the faithful who werémthe apostle had answered and said Amen, the
fragments of the gems were forthwith so joinedne that no mark at all that they had been broken
remained in them. And Craton the philosopher, \Withdisciples, seeing this, fell at the feet of the
apostle and believed thenceforth (or immediatehy) was baptized, with them all, and began himself
publicly to preach the faith of our Lord Jesus &hri

XV. Those two brothers, therefore, of whom we spakdéd the gems which they had bought by the sale
of their inheritance and gave the price to the pand thereafter a very great multitude of belisver
began to be joined to the apostle.

And when all this was done, it happened that dftersame example, two honourable men of the city of
the Ephesian sold all their goods and distribubeant to the needy, and followed the apostle as Imt we
through the cities preaching the word of God. Beaime to pass, when they entered the city of
Pergamum, that they saw their servants walkingaabesrayed in silken raiment and shining with the
glory of this world: whence it happened that thegrevpierced with the arrow of the devil and became
sad, seeing themselves poor and clad with a sahg#k while their own servants were powerful and
prosperous. But the apostle of Christ, perceiviregé wiles of the devil, said: | see that ye have
changed your minds and your countenances on tb@iat, that, obeying the teaching of my Lord Jesus
Christ, ye have given all ye had to the poor. Nibwe desire to recover that which ye formerly
possessed of gold, silver, and precious stonasy Iome some straight rods, each of you a bundle. And
when they had done so, he called upon the nanfedfdrd Jesus Christ, and thev were turned into
gold. And the apostle said to them: Bring me smstalhes from the seashore. And when they had done
this also, he called upon the majesty of the Lard] all the pebbles were turned into gems. Then the
blessed John turned to those men and said to tBembout to the goldsmiths and jewellers for seven
days, and when ye have proved that these are dtdeagd true jewels, tell me. And they went, both o
them, and after seven days returned to the apssiy@g: Lord, we have gone about the shops dhall
goldsmiths, and they have all said that they neaer such pure gold. Likewise the jewellers have sai
the same, that they never saw such excellent awlopis gems.

XVI. Then the holy John said unto them: Go, anceesd to you the lands which ye have sold, for ye
have lost the estates of heaven. Buy yourselviesmsiiiment, that for a time ye may shine like ribse
which showeth its fragrance and redness and sugéBéth away. For ye sighed at beholding your
servants and groaned that ye were become poorigtiptherefore, that ye may fade: be rich for the
time, that ye may be beggars for ever. Is not thiel'ls hand able to make riches overflowing and
unsurpassably glorious? but he hath appointed #ictdor souls, that they may believe that thewlsh
have eternal riches, who for his name's sake refused temporal wealth. Indeed, our master told us
concerning a certain rich man who feasted everyathayshone with gold and purple, at whose door lay
a beggar, Lazarus, who desired to receive eveartimbs that fell from his table, and no man gavi® un



him. And it came to pass that on one day they dieth of them, and that beggar was taken into¢ke r
which is in Abraham's bosom, but the rich man wast mto flaming fire: out of which he lifted upshi
eyes and saw Lazarus, and prayed him to dip hiefim water and cool his mouth for he was
tormented in the flames. And Abraham answered mchsaid: Remember, son, that thou receivedst
good things in thy life, but this Lazarus likeweseél things. Wherefore rightly is he now comforted
while thou art tormented, and besides all thig;eaiggulf is fixed between you and us, so thatheeit
can they come thence hither, nor hither thence hBuinswered: | have five brethren: | pray thatesom
one may go to warn them, that they come not intoftame. And Abraham said to him: They have
Moses and the prophets, let them hear them. Tdthahswered: Lord, unless one rise up again, they
will not believe. Abraham said to him: If they bmle not Moses and the prophets, neither will they
believe, if one rise again. And these words ourdLaotd Master confirmed by examples of mighty
works: for when they said to him: Who hath coméditfrom thence, that we may believe him? he
answered: Bring hither the dead whom ye have. Ahdnithey had brought unto him a young man
which was dead (Ps.-Mellitus: three dead corp$esjyas waked up by him as one that sleepeth, and
confirmed all his words.

But wherefore should | speak of my Lord, when & flvesent there are those whom in his name and in
your presence and sight | have raised from the:deadhose name ye have seen palsied men healed,
lepers cleansed, blind men enlightened, and malnyeded from evil spirits ? But the riches of these
mighty works they cannot have who have desiredate learthly wealth. Finally, when ye yourselves
went unto the sick and called upon the name ofsJ€swist, they were healed: ye did drive out devils
and restore light to the blind. Behold, this grecaken from you, and ye are become wretched, who
were mighty and great. And where as there was faastof you upon the devils that at your bidding
they left the men whom they possessed, now yebeilh fear of the devils. For he that loveth moisey
the servant of Mammon: and Mammon is the namedgfvél who is set over carnal gains, and is the
master of them that love the world. But even thets of the world do not possess riches, but are
possessed of them. For it is out of reason thatrierbelly there should be laid up so much food as
would suffice a thousand, and for one body so ngamgnents as would furnish clothing for a thousand
men. In vain, therefore, is that stored up whicineth not into use, and for whom it is kept, no man
knoweth, as the Holy Ghost saith by the prophevain is every man troubled who heapeth up riches
and knoweth not for whom he gathereth them. Nakeduwar birth from women bring us into this light,
destitute of food and drink: naked will the eatkeive us which brought us forth. We possess in
common the riches of the heaven, the brightneiseo$un is equal for the rich and the poor, and
likewise the light of the moon and the stars, thigness of the air and the drops of rain, and tte gf

the church and the fount of sanctification andftirgiveness of sins, and the sharing in the atad, the
eating of the body and drinking of the blood of Bhrand the anointing of the chrism, and the gice
the giver, and the visitation of the Lord, and plaedon of sin: in all these the dispensing of theafr

is equal, without respect of persons. Neither do¢hrich man use these gifts after one mannerfand t
poor after another.

But wretched and unhappy is the man who would lsaweething more than sufficeth him: for of this
come heats of fevers rigours of cold, divers pairal the members of the body, and he can neliber
fed with food nor sated with drink, that covetoussenay learn that money will not profit it, which
being laid up bringeth to the keepers thereof @gwbg day and night, and suffereth them not even fo
an hour to be quiet and secure. For while theydytleir houses against thieves, till their estaliethe
plough, pay taxes, build storehouses, strive far,dey to baffle the attacks of the strong, andtigp

the weak, exercise their wrath on whom they cad,tamdly bear it from others, shrink not from playi
at tables and from public shows, fear not to defiléo be defiled, suddenly do they depart ouhd t
world, naked, bearing only their own sins with thdan which they shall suffer eternal punishment.



XVII. While the apostle was thus speaking, behbler¢ was brought to him by his mother, who was a
widow, a young man who thirty days before had finsirried a vvife. And the people which were
waiting upon the burial came with the widowed motiied cast themselves at the apostle's feet all
together with groans, weeping, and mourning, arsdbght him that in the name of his God, as he had
done with Drusiana, so he would raise up this yomag also. And there was so great weeping of them
all that the apostle himself could hardly refraionh crying and tears. He cast himself down, theegfo

in prayer, and wept a long time: and rising froray@r spread out his hands to heaven, and for a long
space prayed within himself. And when he had sedbrice, he commanded the body which was
swathed to be loosed, and said: Thou youth Stagohsfor love of thy flesh hast quickly lost thgus:
thou youth which knewest not thy creator nor peregst the Saviour of men, and wast ignorant of thy
true friend, and therefore didst fall into the snaf the worst enemy: behold, | have poured oustead
prayers unto my Lord for thine ignorance, that thaayest rise from the dead, the bands of deatlgbein
loosed, and declare unto these two, to AtticusEumgenius, how great glory they have lost, and how
great punishment they have incurred. Then Staeese and worshipped the apostle, and began to
reproach his disciples, saying: | beheld your angeeeping, and the angels of Satan rejoicing at yo
overthrow. For now in a little time ye have lost tkingdom that was prepared for you, and the
dwellingplaces builded of shining stones, full @y, of feasting and delights, full of everlastiifg land
eternal light: and have gotten yourselves placetadiness, full of dragons, of roaring flames, of
torments, and punishments unsurpassable, of pathargguish, fear and horrible trembling. Ye have
lost the places full of unfading flowers, shinifigll of the sounds of instruments of music (orgaasd
have gotten on the other hand places wherein mand howling and mourning ceaseth not day nor
night. Nothing else remaineth for you save to agkapostle of the Lord that like as he hath ramedo
life, he would raise you also from death unto sibwaand bring back your souls which now are bbbtte
out of the book of life.

XVIII. Then both he that had been raised and algbople together with Atticus and Eugenius, cast
themselves at the apostle's feet and besoughtohimtercede for them with the Lord. Unto whom the
holy apostle gave this answer: that for thirty déney should offer penitence to God, and in thatsp
pray especially that the rods of gold might retiartheir nature and likewise the stones returiéo t
meanness wherein they were made. And it came ®tphasafter thirty days were accomplished, and
neither the rods were turncd into wood nor the getaspebbles, Atticus and Eugenius came and said
to the apostle: Thou hast always taught mercy paedched forgiveness, and bidden that one man
should spare another. And if God willeth that a rehauld forgive a man, how much more shall he, as
he is God, both forgive and spare men. We are cmafed for our sin: and whereas we have cried with
our eyes which lusted after the world, we do noperg with eyes that weep. We pray thee, Lord, we
pray thee, apostle of God, show in deed that metagh in word thou hast always promised. Then the
holy John said unto them as they wept and repeatetiall interceded for them likewise: Our Lord God
used these words when he spake concerning sirineitbnot the death of a sinner, but | will rathinat
he be converted and live. For when the Lord JesusQGaught us concerning the penitent, he said:
Verily | say unto you, there is great joy in heaws®er one sinner that repenteth and turneth himself
from his sins: and there is more joy over him tbaar ninety and nine which have not sinned.
Wherefore | would have you know that the Lord atettpthe repentance of these men. And he turned
unto Atticus and Eugenius and said: Go, carry llaekods unto the wood whence ye took them, for
now are they returned to their own nature, andstbres unto the sea-shore, for they are become
common stones as they were before. And when thesaweomplished, they received again the grace
which they had lost, so that again they cast ouilslas before time and healed the sick and erdiggtd
the blind, and daily the Lord did many mighty wotkstheir means.

XIX tells shortly the destruction oi the templeEhesus and the conversion of 12,000 people.



Then follows the episode of the poison-cup in anfarhich probably represents the story in the Laucia
Acts. (We have seen that the late Greek texts platehe beginning, in the presence of Domitian.)

XX. Now when Aristodemus, who was chief priest btlaose idols, saw this, filled with a wicked
spirit, he stirred up sedition among the peoplehat one people prepared themselves to fight again
the other. And John turned to him and said: Tell Arestodemus, what can | do to take away the anger
from thy soul? And Aristodemus said: If thou wiive me believe in thy God, | will give thee poigon
drink, and if thou drink it, and die not, it wilppear that thy God is true. The apostle answefedol
give me poison to drink, when | call on the namengfLord, it will not be able to harm me.
Aristodemus said again: | will that thou first sebers drink it and die straightway that so thyrhesay
recoil from that cup. And the blessed John saldive told thee already that | am prepared to dtink
that thou mayest believe on the Lord Jesus Chhstwthou seest me whole after the cup of poison.
Aristodemus therefore went to the proconsul ane@si him two men who were to undergo the
sentence of death. And when he had set them imithgt of the market-place before all the people, in
the sight of the apostle he made them drink thegeoiand as soon as they had drunk it, they gave up
the ghost. Then Aristodemus turned to John and kidrken to me and depart from thy teaching
wherewith thou callest away the people from theshir of the gods; or take and drink this, that thou
mayest show that thy God is almighty, if after th@st drunk, thou canst remain whole. Then the
blessed Jolm, as they lay dead which had drunkdis®n, like a fearless and brave man took the cup,
and making the sign of the cross, spake thus: My, @nd the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, by whos
word the heavens were established, unto whomialyshare subject, whom all creation serveth, whom
all power obeyeth, feareth, and trembleth, whercalieon thee for succour: whose name the serpent
hearing is still, the dragon fleeth, the viper iseq, the toad (which is called a frog) is stilidan
strengthless, the scorpion is quenched, the blasgéisquished, and the phalangia (spider) doth mb-hu
in a word, all venomous things, and the fiercepgtiles and noisome beasts, are pierced (or coweitad
darkness). [Ps.- Mellitus adds: and all roots hitts the health of men dry up.] Do thou, | sayech

the venom of this poison, put out the deadly wagkithereof, and void it of the strength which ithhia

it: and grant in thy sight unto all these whom tlhast created, eyes that they may see, and eatbetlya
may hear and a heart that they may understandréargess. And when he had thus said, he armed his
mouth and all his body with the sign of the crasd drank all that was in the cup. And after be had
drunk, he said: | ask that they for whose sakeveldrunk, be turned unto thee, O Lord, and by thine
enlightening receive the salvation which is in th&ed when for the space of three hours the people
saw that John was of a cheerful countenance, atdhére was no sign at all of paleness or fehimm
they began to cry out with a loud voice: He isdne true God whom John worshippeth.

XXI. But Aristodemus even so believed not, thouigé people reproached him: but turned unto John
and said: This one thing | lack -if thou in the reaaf thy God raise up these that have died by this
poison, my mind will be cleansed of all doubt. Winensaid that, the people rose against Aristodemus
saying: We will burn thee and thine house if thoeg on to trouble the apostle further with thy agor
John, therefore, seeing that there was a fierai@gdasked for silence, and said in the hearihgllo

The first of the virtues of God which we ought natiate is patience, by which we are able to beén wi
the foolishness of unbelievers. Wherefore if Arimus is still held by unbelicf, let us loose tinets

of his unbelief. He shall be compelled, even tholadgd, to acknowledge his creator -for | will neiase
from this work until a remedy shall bring help ts wounds, and like physicians which have in their
hands a sick man needing medicine, so also, ité@d@mus be not yet cured by that which hath now
been done, he shall be cured by that which | velWro. And he called Aristodemus to him, and gave
him his coat, and he himself stood clad only inrhantle. And Aristodemus said to him: Whereforethas
thou given me thy coat? John said to him: That thayest even so be put to shame and depart from
thine unbelief. And Aristodemus said: And how shiayl coat make me to depart from unbelief? The



apostle answered: Go and cast it upon the boditseafead, and thou shalt say thus: The apostearof
Lord Jesus Christ hath sent me that in his nanmaagerise again, that all may know that life andtdea
are servants of my Lord Jesus Christ. Which whastddemus had done, and had seen them rise, he
worshipped John, and ran quickly to the proconsdllzegan to say with a loud voice: Hear me, hear
me, thou proconsul; | think thou rememberest thetve often stirred up thy wrath against John and
devised many things against him daily, wherefdesat lest | feel his wrath: for he is a god hiddethe
form of a man and hath drunk poison, and not oahtioueth whole, but them also which had died by
the poison he hath recalled to life by my meanghieytouch of his coat, and they have no mark affde
upon them. Which when the proconsul heard he #gaid:what wilt thou have me to do? Aristodemus
answered: Let us go and fall at his feet and asttqua and whatever he commandeth us let us do. Then
they came together and cast themselves down anddigsforgiveness: and he received them and
offered prayer and thanksgiving to God, and heioeththem a fast of a week, and when it was feldill
he baptized them in the name of the Lord JesusCémid his Almighty Father and the Holy Ghost the
illuminator. [And when thev were baptized, with @ieir house and their servants and their kindred,
they brake all their idols and built a church ie tiame of Saint John: wherein he himself was taiggn
in manner following :]

This bracketed sentence, of late complexion, seo/@groduce the last episode of the book.

[James gives two additional fragments that do nat fany other place. These fragments are very
broken and are not of much use for this presenegrdHowever, if there is intrest in them, thewy ¢ee
found on pages 264-6 of the text.]

The last episode of these Acts (as is the casessithral others of the Apocryphal Acts) was presrv
separately for reading in church on the Saint's W&y have it in at least nine Greck manuscriptd,ian
many versions: Latin, Syriac, Armenian, Coptic,igic, Slavonic.

106 John therefore continued with the brethremjegjg in the Lord. And on the morrow, being the
Lord's day, and all the brethren being gatheredttay, he began to say unto them: Brethren analAell
servants and coheirs and partakers with me inititgeglkm of the Lord, ye know the Lord, hovv many
mighty works he hath granted you by my means, hamwynwonders, healings, signs, how great spirital
gifts, teachings, governings, refreshings, mirestrknowledges, glories, graces, gifts, beliefs,
communions, all which ye have seen given you byihigour sight, yet not seen by these eyes nor
heard by these ears. Be ye therefore stablisheuininremembering him in your every deed, knowing
the mystery of the dispensation which hath comgass towards men, for what cause the Lord hath |
accomplished it. He beseecheth you by me, bretlrehentreateth you, desiring to remain without
grief, without insult, not conspired against, nbastened: for he knoweth even the insult that cohrokt
you, he knoweth even dishonour, he knoweth evesgiaty, he knoweth even chastisement, from
them that hearken not to his commandments.

107 Let not then our good God be grieved, the casipaate, the merciful, the holy, the pure, the
undefiled, the immaterial, the only, the one, thehangeable, the simple, the guileless, the untuiath
even our God Jesus Christ, who is above every tlateve can utter or conceive, and more exalted.
Let him rejoice with us because we walk arighthliet be glad because we live purely, let him be
refreshed because our conversation is sober. brebhiwithout care because we live continently, let
him be pleased because we communicate one withemdtt him smile because we are chaste, let him
be merry because we love him. These things | n@alspnto you, brethren, because | am hasting unto
the work set before me, and already being perfdayatie Lord. For what else could | have to sayunt
you? Ye have the pledge of our God, ye have theestapof his goodness, ye have his presence that



cannot be shunned. If, then, ye sin no more, ggvieth you that ye did in ignorance: but if afteat ye
have known him and he hath had mercy on you, y& agsdin in the like deeds, both the former will be
laid to your charge, and also ye will not have & par mercy before him.

108 And when he had spoken this unto them, he driyes: O Jesu who hast woven this crown with
thy weaving, who hast joined together these maagdaims into the unfading flower of thy
cormtenance, who hast sown in them these words:dhty tender of thy servants, and physician who
healest freely: only doer of good and despiserofen only merciful and lover of men, only savionda
righteous, only seer of all, who art in all and igvehere present and containing all things andhfjlall
things: Christ Jesu, God, Lord, that with thy gdtsd thy mercy shelterest them that trust in ttes,
knowest clearly the wiles and the assaults of lhiat is everywhere our adversary, which he deviseth
against us: do thou only, O Lord, succour thy seivay thy visitation. Even so, Lord.

109 And he asked for bread, and gave thanks thhat YWaise or what offering or what thanksgiving
shall we, breaking this bread, name save thee @nlygrd Jesu? We glorify thy name that was said by
the Father: we glorify thy name that was said thhothe Son (or we glorify the name of Father thas w
said by thee . . . the name of Son that was sattid®): we glorify thine entering of the Door. We
glorify the resurrection shown unto us by thee. §eify thy way, we glorify of thee the seed, the
word, the grace, the faith, the salt, the unspdak@h chosen) peatrl, the treasure, the ploughn#t,

the greatness, the diadem, him that for us wasea@&bn of man, that gave unto us truth, rest,
knowledge, power, the commandment, the confidemaee, love, liberty, refuge in thee. For thou,
Lord, art alone the root of immortality, and theifib of incorruption, and the seat of the ageseddtly

all these names for us now that calling on thethbyn we may make known thy greatness which at the
present is invisible unto us, but visible only utite pure, being portrayed in thy manhood only.

110 And he brake the bread and gave unto all ginagjing over each of the brethren that he might be
worthy of the grace of the Lord and of the mostytelcharist. And he partook also himself likewise,
and said: Unto me also be there a part with yod; Beace be with you, my beloved.

111 After that he said unto Verus: Take with themes two men, with baskets and shovels, and follow
me. And Verus without delay did as he was biddeddyn the servant of God. The blessed John
therefore went out of the house and walked fortthefgates, having told the more part to deparmfro
him. And when he was come to the tomb of a cetiemther of ours he said to the young men: Dig, my
children. And they dug and he was instant with tlyetnmore, saying: Let the trench be deeper. And as
they dug he spoke unto them the word of God andrath them that were come with him out of the
house, edifying and perfecting them unto the gesgtrof God, and praying over each one of us. And
when the young men had finished the trench as sieedie we knowing nothing of it, he took off his
garments wherein he was clad and laid them asr# foe a pallet in the bottom of the trench: and
standing in his shift only he stretched his harplsard and prayed thus:

112 O thou that didst choose us out for the apsisfpeof the Gentiles: O God that sentest us into th
world: that didst reveal thyself by the law and ghephets: that didst never rest, but alway froe th
foundation of the world savedst them that were &blge saved: that madest thyself known through all
nature: that proclaimedst thyself even among betstsdidst make the desolate and savage soul tame
and quiet: that gavest thyself to it when it wdsrat for thy words: that didst appear to it in teawhen

it was dying: that didst show thyself to it as & lhen it was sinking into lawlessness: that didst
manifest thyself to it when it had been vanquishg®atan: that didst overcome its adversary when it
fled unto thee: that avest it thine hand and diaise it up from the things of Hades: that diddtleave

it to walk after a bodily sort (in the body): thditist show to it its own enemy: that hast madetfar



clear knowledge toward thee: O God, Jesu, the Fafttkem that are above the heavens, the Lord of
them that are in the heavens, the law of thematein the other, the course of them that areerath
the keeper of them that are on the earth, theofiediem that are under the earth, the grace of tifam
are thine own: receive also the soul of thy Johmcivit may be is accounted worthy by thee.

113 O thou who hast kept me until this hour forsélfyand untouched by union with a woman: who
when in my youth | desired to marry didst appedoume and say to me: John | have need of thee: who
didst prepare for me also a sickness of the bothyr when for the third time | would marry didst
forthwith prevent me, and then at the third houthef day saidst unto me on the sea: John, if tlaoisth

not been mine, | would have suffered thee to mavho for two years didst blind me (or afflict mine
eyes), and grant me to mourn and entreat theeimtin@ third year didst open the eyes of my mind an
also grant me my visible eyes: who when | saw bJedidst ordain that it should be grievous to me to
look upon a woman: who didst save me from the tealgantasy and lead me unto that which endureth
always: who didst rid me of the foul madness thamithe flesh: who didst take me from the bitteaith

and establish me on thee alone: who didst muzelsebret disease of my soul and cut off the open
deed: who didst afflict and banish him that raigsedult in me: who didst make my love of thee
spotless: who didst make my joining unto thee pe@@d unbroken: who didst give me undoubting
faith in thee, who didst order and make clear najimation toward thee: thou who givest unto every
man the due reward of his works, who didst put mgosoul that | should have no possession save thee
only: for what is more precious than thee? Nowedfae Lord, whereas | have accomplished the
dispensation wherewith | was entrusted, account the worthy of thy rest, and grant me that end in
thee which is salvation unspeakable and unutterable

114 And as | come unto thee, let the fire go backwat the darkness be overcome, let the gulf be
without strength, let the furnace die out, let Geteebe quenched. Let angels follow, let devils, fsr
rulers be broken, let powers fall; let the plackethe right hand stand fast, let them of the |@fih¢h not
remain. Let the devil be muzzled, let Satan bedeekilet his wrath be burned out, let his madness b
stilled, let his vengeance be ashamed, let hisuidsain pain, let his children be smitten andhadl

roots plucked up. And grant me to accomplish therjey unto thee without suffering insolence or
provocation, and to receive that which thou hastrpsed unto them that live purely and have lovesth
only.

115 And having sealed himself in every part, hedtand said: Thou art with me, O Lord Jesu Christ:
and laid himself down in the trench where he haolst his garments: and having said unto us: Peace
be with you, brethren, he gave up his spirit refac

The less good Greek manuscripts and some versienmgacontent with this simple ending. The Latin
says that after the prayer a great light appeavedtbe apostle for the space of an hour, so btlgtit

no one could look at it. (Then he laid himself doavrd gave up the ghost.) We who were there rejpiced
some of us, and some mourned. . . . And forthwiéimma issuing from the tomb was seen of all, which
manna that place produceth even unto this dayB&itperhaps the best conclusion is that of one Krec
manuscript:

We brought a linen cloth and spread it upon hing, \@ent into the city. And on the day following we
went forth and found not his body, for it was tilated by the power of our Lord Jesus Christ, unto
whom be glory, &c.



Another says: On the morrow we dug in the placd,ram we found not, but only his sandals, and the

earth moving (lit. springing up like a well), anfiea that we remembered that which was spoken &y th
Lord unto Peter, &c.

Augustine (on John xxi) reports the belief thahis time the earth over the grave was seen to rasve
stirred by John's breathing.



